Lancaster Gowzb/ Bird Club

Lancaster, Pennsylvania

Founded December 8, 1937

to secure the cultivation of public sentiment in the
preservation of our native bird life.

"CALL NOTES™"

RESEARCH EDITION FOR 1994

Five years ago the Lancaster County Bird Club decided to annually publish the data
accumulated through its various activities in the County as a special research issue.
The main purposes for this decision were to gather all the data into a single issue and
to make it easier for this information to be used by our members.

This issue includes the following reports:

. Southern Lancaster County Summer Bird Count

. LCBC's Migration and Dispersal Project Report
. Southern Lancaster County Christmas Bird Count
. Lancaster Christmas Bird Count

. Lititz Christmas Bird Count

. 1994 Lancaster County Year List

. Conejohela Flats Summary

NS WN e~

The following statement, made by then Club President Barb Warren when the first of
these special research issues was published, still holds true today:

"The Lancaster County Bird Club is committed to documenting the birdlife in the
County. This issue represents the dedication and hard work of many of our members
in pursuit of this end. We are grateful to them for the time and effort which
produced this information. We are proud of them for enabling the Club to
contribute to ornithological knowledge."

* k k k k k kR k k K

A REPORT ON THE LANCASTER COUNTY BIRD CLUB'S MIGRATION & DISPERSAL PROJECT
BY JONATEAN HELLER

Once again, Lancaster birders demonstrated their avidness by turning up lots of rare
species. During 1994, birders reported 265 species in the County. Many of these same
birders participated in the Migration & Dispersal project and I thank everyone who
participated. This past year, the project gained some new participants, and I anm
hoping to add a few more for 1995. Anyone who wants to help out with this project is
welcome to participate--every little bit helps! Working together, all the participants

produced a lot of migration data for 1994. Quite a few new records were set as well,
and I have picked out four of the most unusua

Yellow Warbler on October 29. (37 days later than the previous record.)
Boblink on November 27. (54 days later than the previous record!)
Red-necked Phalarope July 10, (29 days earlier than the previous record.)

White-crowned Sparrow on September 25. (6 days earlier than the previous record.)

In 1995, I hope to receive more information on departure dates. Understandably, many
of the returned forms were deficient in this aspect. However, since the records on
departure dates for many species are not as thorough as those for arrival dates, any
information will be very useful. If you want to participate in the project, or just
have a question or comment, please see me at a Club meeting or call 653-5541.

* k k k k k k k k Kk *
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CONEJOHELA FLATS — LANCASTER COUNTY BY JERRY BOOK

The Conejohela Flats on the Susquehanna River near Washington Boro have been a magnet
for a wide variety of birds for over fifty years. The mudflats that are exposed when
Safe Harbor Dam passes water through its generators are the key attraction. Although
this type of habitat has diminished in size since the 1950s, it still provides one of
the few significant shorebird areas in the state. In fact, the quantity and variety of
shorebirds attracted to the Flats can only be approached or equaled by Presque Isle in
Erie County. 1In 1994, over 11,000 shorebirds were conservatively estimated to have
used this area. This figure is based on an actual count of 2,623 migrant shorebirds

observed during 32 visits, some of only two hours in length, and many when all
available habitat could not be checked.

Since the 1950s, 37 of the 4l species of shorebirds documented for the state have been
seen on the Flats. Presque Isle, whose shorebird habitat is now fully protected by the
government's Park Service, has also recorded 37 species.

While shorebirds are the main.focus of this report, the mudflats and their adjacent
shallow waters serve as an attraction for many other species of birds. Eight of the
nine species of terns recorded in the state have been seen on the Flats. Six species
were found in 1994, including and adult and juvenile Least Tern, and Gull-billed Tern.
Black and Caspian Terns were also noted in excellent numbers. Two Ospreys summered in
the area for the third year and, along with adult and juvenile Bald Eagles, were daily
visitors to the Flats. It was interesting to note just how much the exposed mudflats
were used by both species for resting, bathing, and feeding on the fish they caught.

Increased coverage last year produced good counts on both Merlin and Peregrine Falcon,
and suggested that the Susquehanna may be a better than expected migration corridor.
One juvenile Peregrine stayed in the area at least several weeks in late October and
was often seen sitting on Avocet Point.

Bitterns, rails, herons, and egrets continue to be well represented but the one or two

Sandhill Cranes that spent over two months on the Flats and in nearby fields last year
were an unexpected surprise.

Perhaps the word "unexpected" should not be used when referring to this area, for it is
the "unexpected" that is so often found. Sightings of Pomarine Jaeger, Sabine's Gull,
Ruff, Parasitic Jaeger, Marbled Godwit, Gull-billed Tern, Black Skimmer, Red Phalarope,
Eared Grebe, Franklin's Gull, and White Pelican help make this point.

The chart included deals mostly with shorebirds, and actual counts for many species are
shown only for 1994. A number sign (#) means the species was seen that year but
numbers are not specified. An "he" refers to high count in one day.

If the Lord is willing and the creeks don't rise (in this case, if Safe Harbor doesn't
raise the river level), the Conejohela Flats will continue to provide a valuable
resource to the many thousands of birds that travel the Susquehanna River corridor each
year. It will also continue to provide much excitement for people throughout the
county and state who pull on rubber boots and jump into their 1little green flat-
bottomed boats or hop a ride on the Early Bird II.

Enjoy this very special treasure that is virtually buried in your own backyard!
(Chart follows on page 4.)

k k k k k k Kk k % *
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CONEJOHELA FLATS
SPECIES Pre 87 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994
American Avocet 3 10
Black-necked Stit 1
Piping Plover 4 )
Semipaimated Plover # # # # # # # # 165
Killdeer # # # # # # * # 135-hc
Black-betlied Plover # # # # # # # # 78
American Golden-Plover # # # # # # # # 217
Marbied Godwit 1 2
Hudsonian Godwit 1 1 5 2
Whimbrel 12 2 1 1
Willet 4 1 2
Greater Yeliowlegs # # # # # # * # 67
Lesser Yellowlegs # # # # # # # # 154
Solitary Sandpiper # # # * * # # # 17
Spotted Sandpiper # # # # # # # # 18-hc
Wilson's Phalarope 5 1
Red-necked Phalarope 18 1 2 1 2 2
Red Phalarope 1 - 1 1 2
Short-billed Dowitcher #. 1 4 11 11 2% 8 33
Long-billed Dowitcher 3 1 1 3
Stitt Sandpiper # 21 3 19 1 2 1 4 8
Common Snipe # # # # # # # # 8
American Woodcock 1 3
Ruddy Turnstone # 1 7 5 3 4 4 ]
Red Knot 12 6 20 11
Duniin # # # # # # # # 79
Sanderling # 2 9 13 12 7 15 31 42
Curlew Sandpiper 2
Semipaimated Sandpiper # # # # # # # # 412
Western Sandpiper # 2 1 1 4 1 1 1 7
Least Sandpiper # # # # # # # # 1054
White-rumped Sandpiper * 6 1 27 14 14 3 8 15
Baird's Sandpiper # 7 8 5 4 4 12
Pectoral Sandpiper # # # * # # # # 85
Ruff 1
Upland Sandpiper 1
Buff-breasted Sandpiper 9 2 1 1 3 4 5
Forster's Tem # 300 500 85 60 200 40 300 245
Common Temn # 2 1 10 10 4 36 =]
Caspian Temn # 15 13 19 21 30 18 40 47
Black Tern » 7 1 18 3 17 72
Least Tern # 2
Guli-billed Tern 1
Black Skimmer 4 2
Peregrine # 1 2 1 3 2 5 7
Merlin # 1 2 3 6
American Bittern # 1 2 3 1 3 1 3 3
Least Bittern # 1 1
Sora # 4 12 2 5 6 2 5
Virginia Rail # 3
Sandhill Crane 1 2
Sharptailed Sparrows # # ] # # # # # #
Marsh Wren * * # * # C# # # *




1994, Temperatures were in the 40's and 50's with no ice, snow cover, or precipitation.

One-hundred-twelve species were identified, surpassing last years record count of
108. The 155,000 total birds was approximately half of the 10-year" average, mainly due
to the low numbers of blackbirds, but bolstered by high numbers of Snow Geese and gulls.

Forty-two species were found in above average numbers campared to 47 below average; three
species matched their 10-year average.
A Western Kingbird was studied and photographed at Muddy Run by three ecstatic
observers. It was found at 3:35 pm, flew out of sight near the canal at 3:55, and was
Never seen again. This is the second Lancaster County record of Western Kingbird, the
first being at Middle Creek WMA 1-2 October 1976. This most recent sighting brings the

Solanco CBC cumulative list to 155 species tallied during the 19 years that the count

Many species were cbserved for only the second time in the history of the count:
Red-throated Loon at Octoraro Lake, Red-necked Grebe on the River, Ross's Goose at
Octoraro, a drake White-winged Scoter on the River, Northern Goshawk at Muddy Run and
Octoraro, Pereqrine on a mid-River tower before sunrise, and Iceland and Glaucous Gull
feeding on the popcorn and bread provided by the folks aboard the Early Bird II.

The following species were reported from all 24 areas into which the count circle
is divided: Turkey Vulture, Red-tailed Hawk, Ring-billed Gull, Rock Dove, Mourning Dove
(missed only by the boat crew), Downy Woodpecker, Flicker, Blue Jay, American Crow,
Carolina Chickadee, Tufted Titmouse, Eastern Bluebird, Mockingbird, Starling, Cardinal,
Song Sparrow, White-throated Sparrow, Junco, and House Sparrow. These birds would

population. Common Mergansers formerly numbered in the hundreds, but are now found in -
the thousands, twice topping the 12,000 mark, This increase is directly attributed to
the proliferation of gizzard shad in the lower Susquehanna. Bald Eagles were not observed
the first three years of the count; now they are commonplace. We welcome the return

of our national symbol.

Woodpeckers are showing a general upward trend with Downy, Hairy, and Pileated all
in record high numbers this year. No explanation is apparent. It is well documented
that Eastern Bluebirds respond positively to nest box programs, and Lancaster County
is no exception. Cardinal and Mockingbird are on a steady rise. And House Finch is
doing quite well - Just look at your feeder for proof.

Several species are unfortunately showing a downward trend. Pheasant and Bobwhite
are two good examples; both are undergoing a general decrease throughout the mid-Atlantic
region. Towhees appear to be holding their own, despite much comment to the contrary.
Tree Sparrow, Field Sparrow, and Eastern Meadowlark are all on a very evident downhill
slide, as is true with many of the grassland species in North America. Winter finches
are certainly fewer, but the current thought is that they are being held north by the
proliferation of feeders in Canada and the northern U.S. There is no reason to think
that their overall populations are decreasing.

These and other trends, rare birds, and additional discoveries will continue to
be made as the Southern Lancaster County CBC heads toward its 20th anniversary. Thanks

enthusiasm is enhanced by the great chili and Christmas cookies provided by the Pedersons
at the post-count get-together. Early Bird Nature Tours and the Lancaster County Bird
Club once again sponsored this year's count.

Please reserve Sunday, 17 December 1995 for the 20th Annual Solanco CBC.
(Chart follows on page 7.)
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THE 1994 LANCASTER CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT BY W. EDWARD PEDERSON

A few comments on the 1994 Lancaster Christmas Bird Count.

New to the Count--Sandhill Crane, which had been seen since October, in the Washington
Boro area. The last Sandhill Crane in the County was seen in October 1982, also in the
Washington Boro area, but that bird did not stay.

Other birds of note include Peregrine Falcon for the second year in a row, Wood Duck=--
the first since 1964, and two Goshawks--the first since 1969.

Among the semi-hardy species to stay around until the 31st of December were House Wren,
Palm Warbler, and Rufous-sided Towhee.

My thanks to all who participated! Hope to see you next year!
(Count chart follows on page 8.)

* k k k k k k k k %

LITITZ AREA CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT BY MARGIE RUTBELL

New Year's Day, January 1, 1995, saw 32 birders participating on this Christmas Bird
Count. Their efforts resulted in 87 species, totalling 41,753 individuals. Also
assisting were six people who conducted feeder counts,

Three new species were added to the count this year: Great Egret, Lesser Black-backed
Gull, and Yellow-breasted Chat.

Again, thank you so much to all who participated. I hope you enjoyed your birding and
will be ready to go again next winter.

List follows on page?9.

k k k k k k k %k *

1994 LANCASTER COUNTY YEAR LIST BY JONATHAN HELLER

Compared to 1993, the 265 species reported this year seems rather ordinary. Maybe so,
but Lancaster County's birders still turned up some interesting birds.

Four species were added to the eighteen-year cumulative list which now stands at 315
species, and the seventeen-year average climbed to 250 species. Three of the four
additions represented new county records. First came the Hoary Redpoll at Frank and
Barb Haas' feeder in Caernarvon Township; and then Gull-billed Tern on the Conejohela
Flats, Cinnamon Teal at Octoraro Lake, and Lancaster County's first Western Kingbird
since 1976 on the Solanco CBC at Muddy Run. These four birds were the year's biggest
finds in the county, but some of the many other highlights include Great Cormorant,
Least Bittern, American Avocet, Whimbrel, Little Gull, Least Tern, Varied Thrush,
Dickcissel, and Red Crossbill.

There are many other highlights, so please turn to page to view the 1994 year 1list.
for the sake of comparison, I have included the year lists from the previous four years
alongside the 1994 1list. An "X" indicates a species' presence during a given year,
while a "-" denotes an absence.

List follows on pages 10, 11, and 12.
* k k k k k k Kk Kk %
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