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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE BY ED PEDERSON

It is late January 1993 as I write this, and the Christmas Bird Counts have been
compiled and are now history. The Christmas Counts are not just an excuse for a day of

birding, much useful data is gathered on bird populations and trends. Let's look at
some birds that are doing well.

Great Blue Heron Pileated Woodpecker Bluebird
Bald Eagle Northern Flicker Northern Mockingbird
Red-bellied Woodpecker Carolina Wren Northern Cardinal

Red-bellied Woodpecker, Carolina Wren, Northern Mockingbird, and Northern Cardinal are
birds with southern affiliations who are expanding range and population northward.
They adapt well to man and suburban living. Carolina Wren is undergoing a population
explosion since the harsh winters of the late 70s. The SolLanco count went from 22
(1978) to 287 (1992), a new high. The other two county counts show the same trend.

The increase in bird feeders, particularly suet, is probably helping carry the birds
through the cold winters.

Bald Eagle and Bluebird are recovering due to special programs. Pileated Woodpecker is

increasing due to the resurgence of second-growth forests and an increasing tolerance
to man.

Great Blue Herons have increased from single digits to 80 in the latest SoLanco count,
probably due to the increased food supply.

Flicker is the anomaly, increasing as a winter bird though declining as a breeding
bird, possibly due to pressure from Starlings; they're both cavity nesters on forest
edges. But why the increase in wintering birds? Food supply? Milder winters?

Not all birds are doing well on winter counts~-a short list:

Canada Goose Purple Finch Evening Grosbeak
Ring-necked Pheasant Pine Siskin American Tree Sparrow

The last four species (the "winter finches") may be a special case. They're irruptive
species heading south when food supplies fail. Are there now enough people feeding
birds in Canada and north of us that food supplies are stable? Canada Geese winter
populations have dropped from 10,000+ in the 70s to 3,300+ the last three SoLanco
counts. Are the geese wintering farther north or has a loss of suitable habitat
occurred?

Ring-necked Pheasants are resident birds whose population has been dropping steadily
since the mid-80s. They are a victim of habitat loss and changing farm practices.
Their loss parallels that of many of our migrants which are losing habitat not only in
North America, but in the Carribean and Central and Latin America. It is obvious that
we need to protect more natural habitat.

Among other organizations the Bird Club supports are the Nature Conservancy and locally
the Lancaster County Conservancy. Another worthwhile program is Audubon's Birds in the
Balance. These all deserve our support, both as individuals and as members of the Bird
Club. I'm sure there are others. Perhaps as individuals we can't change much, but
together we can make a difference. This is true, not only
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