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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE BY BARBARA WARREN

As we each go forth into the fields and forests of Lancaster County to enjoy the bountiful
birdlife Lancaster is blessed with, we are actually doing more than having a good time
and enriching our souls. By recording what we see and sharing it with others, we are
creating the raw data from which trends can be gleaned and surprises found. No other
pursuit is hobby, sport, and science to the extent that birding is. The value of contri-
butions to ornithology by amateurs is very well-known. We are each part of this greater
effort to understand the birds and to let them teach us something about what we are

doing to the planet.

The Lancaster County Bird Club is committed to documenting birdlife in the County. This
publication reflects the dedication and hard work of many of our members in pursuit of
this goal. We are grateful to them for the hours of effort behind the numbers. We are
proud of them for enabling the Club to contribute to ornithological knowledge. The Club
also utilizes what we know and are still learning about the habitats and natural resources
upon which Lancaster birdlife depends in our efforts to preserve their habitats.
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SOUTHERN LANCASTER COUNTY SUMMER BIRD COUNT BY ROBERT M. SCHUTSKY

The 15th qnnua] summer count was conducted on Saturday, June 8, 1991. Skies were sunny
all day w1§h light breezes up to 10 mph. Temperatures were relatively cool and comfort-
able, ranging from 55° to 80°F. The total absence of late migrants, lingering waterfowl,
and any qulls or terns yielded a low species total of 108, the Towest since 1979, when

1Q7 were tallied. Conversely, the total number of individual birds counted was the second
highest, 1,300 below the nearly 12,000 in 1988,

No new species were added to the 15-year composite list, which remains at 159 species.
Fifty-nine species were tallied at levels above the most recent 10-year average (1981 to
1990), 45 were below, and 3 tied. There were 23 record highs, while only 6 new lows were
established.

Eight Double-crested Cormorants were on the Susquehanna; I strongly suspect that nesting
will be documented somewhere in the state on a wooded island well before the end of the
decade. Great Blue and Green-backed Heron numbers were well above average. Waterfowl
were rather uneventful, with only the four basic breeding species. Wood Duck numbers
were the lowest since 1984,

Two young Osprey were banded and fledged from the Peach Bottom nest; the two Holtwood
nests produced no young. Anew pair is establishing themselves at Muddy Run. The Bald
Eaale pair on Lower Bear Island produced no young after two successful years. Red-tailed
Hawk numbers were 2.5 times above average. Red-shouldered Hawk was missed for the first
time since 1985. Pheasant numbers were the lowest ever. Wild Turkey was found for

only the third time in the history of the count.

Cuckoo numbers were well below averaae, and nowhere near the 1981 peak levels of 13
black-billed and 139 yellow billed. The small population of Whip-poor-wills is hanging
on in the lower Octoraro Valley and the Serpentine Barrens. Hummingbird tied the 1977
low of three. Woodpecker numbers continue to climb, with four of the six species estab-
1ishing record high counts. Red-headed has been seen for six consecutive years, while
Red-bellied has shown an annual increase since 1984. (continued)
















































