Lancaster Gounlq Bird Club

Lancaster, Pennsylvania

Founded December 8, 1937

to secure the cultivation of public sentiment in the
preservation of our native bird life.

"CALL NOTES S™"

RESEARCH EDITION FOR 1990

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE BY BARB WARREN

It is with great pride that we present to you this inaugural issue of our
annual Research Edition of "Call Notes." FEach year we will use this special
edition to publish the results of the three Christmas Counts and one Summer
Count we participate in or sponsor, plus the "Year List," the Cornwall Fire
Tower Hawk Watch data and report, and information to be obtained from our
new Bird Migration and Dispersal Record Project. This year, we have also
included records of birds nesting in the County as determined during the
six-year Pennsylvania Breeding Bird Atlas project.

In future years, we hope to have this special Research Edition to you dur-
ing the first quarter. This year, some of the information was scheduled
to appear in the regular July newsletter, and it was difficult to speed up
the process after we decided to create this new format.

The Lancaster County Bird Club is committed to documenting birdlife in the
County. This publication reflects the dedication and hard work of many of
our members in pursuit of this goal. We are grateful to them for the hours
of effort behind the numbers. We are proud of them for enabling the Club
to contribute to ornithological knowledge.

As we gather raw data, it is usually great fun for all participating. Any-
one can help at this stage, and I urge our members, novice to experienced,
to participate in the activities reported in this newsletter. After we've
accumulated the data, some of our members invest considerable effort into
tabulation. As the data grows year after year, careful analysis reveals
generalizations about trends of bird populations and about bird behaviour.

The more we learn about the birdlife that utilizes our County and what
habitats and natural resources they depend upon, the better we can protect
them and try to safeguard their habitats. Birds require habitat for nesting,
feeding, wintering, dispersing, and for some, migrating. Different flora
and sometimes totally different habitat are used at various times_of the
year. The bird is only as secure as the weakest link in this chain of
habitats. Lancaster County Bird Club is doing what it can for birds
locally, nationally, and internaticnally via research,.educatlon, fund
raising for habitat purchases, lobbying, and contributions to other
organizations.

To further these conservation efforts, the LCBC shares the data accumulated
with Pennsylvania Birds, the Pennsylvania Society for Ornithology, the
Pennsylvania Game Commission, Pennsylvania Bureau of Forestry, American
Birds, National Audubon Society, Cornell University, and the Hawk Migration
Association of North America, as well as with other bird clubs, Audubon
chapters, and hawk watches.

We hope this new Research Edition of "Call Notes" will make it easier for

our members to use this information in ways that will increase their under-
standing and enjoyment of birds or enable them to help conserve the birdlife

of Lancaster County.






















































