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Lancaster, Pennsylvania

Founded December 8, 1937

to secure the cultivation of public sentiment in the
preservation of our native bird life.

"CALL NOTESH™"

Research Issue for 2008

This 19" edition of the Lancaster County Bird Club’s Research Issue documents the Club’s special projects
in Lancaster County for the year 2008. It reflects the dedication and hard work by many of our members in
pursuit of the LCBC’s goal to record the county’s bird life. I encourage more members to take an active part
in compiling this data by participating in these club activities. Please contact LCBC President Ann Bodling
(Elizabethtown 717-367-8340 or thistlebrook (@gmail.com) if you are interested in volunteering for any of
the Club’s activities. There are always volunteer opportunities available.

This year’s issue includes the following reports:

1. Waterfowl Identification at Middle Creek WMA
2. Pennsylvania Migration Count

3. Conejohela Flats Summary

4. Southern Lancaster County Christmas Bird Count
5. Lancaster Christmas Bird Count

6. Lititz Christmas Bird Count

7. Lancaster County Year List

Barbara B. Hunsberger
Newsletter Editor

2008 WATERFOWL IDENTIFICATION AT MIDDLE CREEK WMA BY BRUCE CARL

For the 9" straight year members of the Lancaster County Bird Club have assisted visitors at Middle Creek
WMA with the identification of waterfowl. Eight club members volunteered their time during 2008. There

were four Sunday afternoons scheduled from February 17, 2008 to March 9, 2008 between the hours of 12-
4pm, with volunteers stationed at Willow Point and Stop #1.

There were an estimated 2700 visitors recorded during this time period to go along with the 52 species
identified by the volunteers. One of the visitors this year was visiting the area from Australia. There were a
maximum number of 90,000 Snow Geese observed. Other birding highlights include the following: Tundra
Swan, Ross' Goose, Cackling Goose, Northern Pintail, American Wigeon, Lesser Scaup, Bufflehead, Bald
Eagles (both adult & imm. birds), Northern Harrier, Herring Gull, Short-eared Owl, Yellow-bellied
Sapsucker, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Swamp and White-throated Sparrows.

I would like to thank this year’s volunteers: Dave Kubitsky, Randy Miller, Kate Miller, Bettina Heffner,
Bruce Carl, Jay George, Dave Gochnauer & Doug Anderson.



PENNSYLVANIA MIGRATION COUNT BY BRUCE CARL

The 17" Annual Pennsylvania Migration Count was held on Saturday, May 10, 2008. This marked the 13" year
in which Lancaster County has participated with this annual count. There were 172 species identified for the day.
This was also the 13" consecutive year in which at least 160 species were found in the county. Numerous
locations throughout the county were birded that included all of the warbler walks that took place on this day.
Listed below are some of the highlights for the day.

4 species of Loons & Grebes
12 species of Waterfowl

13 species of Shorebirds

4 species of Terns

6 Swallows

29 Warblers

The outstanding bird of the day was a male Summer Tanager found singing at Chickies Rock County Park.
Other species highlights include:

Red-throated Loon, Snow Goose, Bufflehead, Red-breasted Merganser, Ruddy Duck, Black-bellied Plover,
White-rumped Sandpiper, Dunlin, Wilson's Snipe, American Woodcock, Common Tem, Black Temn, Tennessee
Warbler, Nashville Warbler, Yellow-rumped Warbler, Pine Warbler, Bay-breasted Warbler, Blackpoll Warbler,
Cerulean Warbler, Prothonotary Warbler, Northern Waterthrush, Kentucky Warbler, Yellow-breasted Chat,
Virginia Rail, Sora, Peregrine Falcon, Common Nighthawk, Alder Flycatcher, Ruby-crowned Kinglet,
Swainson's Thrush, Hermit Thrush, American Pipit, Blue Grosbeak, Vesper Sparrow, Savannah Sparrow, White-
throated Sparrow, White-crowned Sparrow, Rusty Blackbird and Purple Finch.

I ' would like to thank all the participants who helped with this count because your efforts produced another
successful day of spring birding in Lancaster County.

Count charts follow on pages 3 and 4.




2008 PENNSYLVANIA MIGRATION COUNT - SATURDAY, 10 MAY
Please record fotals for each species in Ihe proper column. Tl m NoUrs, mies, paricpants. elc.
Species that are shaded require further detail... please submit a brief description, including location,
Species in BOLD TYPE are of particular interest, so full details are appreciated!
Species marked with an asterisk ( * ) are on the state review list in most counties. Please submit a separate report to the
Pennsylvania Omithological Records Committee {PORC) for these species!
COUNTY =
Species ay [ Noc.] Species Tay Noe. Jgpecies ay | Noc.

Snow Goose X Mississippi Kite* Forster's Tem X
Canada Goose X Bald Eagle X Black Tern X
Mute Swan X Northern Hammier X Rock Pigeon X
Tundra Swan Sharp-shinned Hawk X Coltared-Dove*
Wood Duck X Cooper's Hawk X Mouming Dove X
Gadwall X Northers Goshawk Black-billed Cuckoo X
American Wigeon Accipiter sp. Yellow-billed Cuckoo X
American Black Duck X _jRed-shouldered Hawk X Bam Owi
Mallard X Broad-winged Hawk X ~|Eastem Screech-Owl X
Blue-winged Teal Red-tailed Hawk X Great Homed Owl X
Northern Shoveler Buteo sp. Barred Owl X
Northern Pintail American Kestrel X Northern Saw-whet Owl
Green-winged Teal X Merlin Common Nighthawk X
Canvasback [Fereprine Falcon X Whip-poor-will
Ring-necked Duck Virginia Rail X Chimney Swift X
Greater Scaup Sora X Ruby-throated Hummingbird X
Lesser Scaup Common Moorhen Belted Kingfisher X
Surf Scoter American Coot Red-headed Woodpecker
Long-tailed Duck Sandhill Crane Red-bellied Woodpecker X
Buffichead X Black-bellied Plover X Yellow-bellied Sapsucker
Common Goldeneye Semipalmated Plover X Downy Woodpecker X
Hooded Merganser Killdeer X Hairy Woodpecker X
Comrmon Merganser X Greater Yellowlegs X Northern Flicker X
Red-breasted Merganser X Lesser Yellowlegs X Pileated Woodpecker X
Ruddy Duck X Solitary Sandpiper X Olive-sided Flycatcher
Ring-necked Pheasant X Spotted Sandpiper X Eastern Wood-Pewee X
Ruffed Grouse Upland Sandpiper Yellow-bellied Flycatcher
Wild Turkey X Sanderiing Acadian Flycatcher X
Northern Bobwhite Semipalmated Sandpiper X Alder Flycatcher X
Red-throsted Loon X Loast Sandpiper X Willow Flycatcher X
Common Loon X peep sp. Least Flycatcher X
Pied-billed Grebe X White-rumped Sandpiper X Empid. sp.
Horned Grebe X Pectoral Sandpiper Eastern Phoebe X
Double-crested Cormorant X Dunlin X Great Crested Flycatcher X
Great Cormorant® Stilt Sandpiper Eastern Kingbird X
American Bittern Short-billed Dowitcher Shrike*
Least Bittern Wilson's Snipe X White-cyed Vireo X
Great Blue Heron X American Woodcock X Blue-headed Vireo X
Great Egret X ilson's Phaiarepe Yellow-throated Vireo X
Saowy Egret Laughing Gull* Warbling Vireo X
[Litte Bhoe Feron Bomaparte's Gl X Philadelphia Vireo
Green Heron X Ring-billed Gull X Red-cyed Vireo X
Black-crowned Night-Heron X Herring Gull X Blue Jay X

ellow-crewsned Night-Heron celand Gull American Crow X

Ibis* Black-backed Gall Fish Crow X

lack Vulture X Great Black-backed Gull crow sp. X

urkey Vulture X Caspian Tem X Common Raven
Osprey X Commmon Tem X Homed Lark X

(continued)




2008 PENNSYLVANIA MIGRATION COUNT (concluded)

Species Day Noc. Species Day Noc. Species l Day l Noc.
Purple Martin X Bay-breasted Warbler X Please provide details for any ‘write-in' species:
Tree Swallow X Blackpoll Warbler X Other species noted:
Northern Rough-winged Swallow X Cerulean Warbler X SUMMER TANAGER X
Bank Swallow X Black-and-white Warbler X *
Chff Swallow X Armerican Redstart X *
Barn Swallow X Prothonotary Warbler X he
swallow sp Worm-eating Warbler X A
Carolina Chickadee X Ovenbird X .
Black-capped Chickadee Northern Waterthrush X Total Participants: 38
chickadee sp. X Louisiana Waterthrush X How many were feeder watch only?
Tufted Tittnouse X Kentucky Warbler X How many went owling?
Red-breasted Nuthatch Mourning Warbler Hours: Daytime "field birding"
White-breasted Nuthatch X Common Yellowthroat X Hours: Noctumal / "Owling"”
Brown Creeper Hooded Warbler X Hours: Fecder watching
Carolina Wren X Wilson's Warbler Total Party Hours:
House Wren X Canada Warbler X 0
Winter Wren Yellow-breasted Chat X Miles: on foot
Marsh Wren Scarlet Tanager X Miles: travel {car, bike, etc)
Golden-crowned Kinglet Eastern Towhee X Total miles traveled:
Ruby-crowned Kinglet X American Tree Sparrow 0
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher X Chipping Sparrow X Start Time:
Eastern Bluebird X y-colored Sparvow Stop Time:
Veery Field Sparrow X Particigants:
Gray-cheeked Thrush Vesper Sparrow X
Swamson's Thrush X Savannah Sparrow X
Hermit Thrush X Grasshopper Sparrow X
Wood Thrush X Henslow's Sparrow
American Robin X Fox Sparrow
Gray Catbird Song Sparrow X
Northern Mockingbird X Lincoln’s Sparrow
Brown Thrasher X Swamyp Sparrow X
European Starling X White-throated Sparrow X
American Pipit X White-crowned Sparrow X
Cedar Waxwing X Dark-eyed Junco
Blue-winged Warbler X Northern Cardinal X
Golden-winged Warbler Rose-breasted Grosbeak X
Brewster's Warbler Blue Grosbeak* X
Lawrence's Warbler Indigo Bunting X
Tennessee Warbler X Bobolink X
Orange-crowned Warbler Red-winged Blackbird X
Nashville Warbler X Eastern Meadowlark X
Northern Parula X Rusty Biackbird X
Yellow Warbler X Common Grackle X
Chestnut-sided Warbler X Brown-headed Cowbird X
Magnolia Warbler X blackbird sp.
Cape May Warbler X Orchard Oriole X
Black-throated Blue Warbler X Baltimore Oriole X
Yellow-rumped Warbler X Purple Finch X
Black-throated Green Warbler X House Finch X
Blackburnian Warbler eon §
Yellow-throated Warbler X Pine Siskin
Pine Warbler X American Goldfinch X
Prairie Warbler X [Evening Grosbeak
Palm Warbler House Sparrow X




2008 CONEJOHELA FLATS SUMMARY BY JERRY BOOK

Spring migration for shorebirds during 2008 was rather non-eventful both in terms of total birds and species. The best
sighting was a Wilson’s Phalarope (RMS) on May 28. Other noteworthy finds were Western Sandpiper and Ruddy
Turnstone.

Little Gulls put in another good showing with 17 being recorded. It is difficult to be completely certain of the number.
but if one presumes that they move upriver at the same time as the various sized flocks of Bonaparte’s Gulls, then the
results should be reasonably accurate. Tern numbers were not impressive until a pattern of cool, rainy weather arrived
in mid-May. Black, Common, and Forster’s Terns were then tallied in good numbers. Once again the Rocks just
downriver from the old Columbia-Wrightsville Bridge held most of the terns due to insect hatches. American Bittern,
Glossy Ibis, Laughing Gull, and Merlin were also found during spring migration.

Fall migration for shorebirds was about normal. The high points were American Avocet (RS) in July, Whimbrel (JB)
that lingered on Avocet Point for eleven days, two Hudsonian Godwits (DW, JEB, RMS, JB), two Red Knots (m.ob.),
four Long-billed Dowitchers (DH), and excellent numbers of American Golden-Plovers. Terns put in a good show, but
only four species were noted during the migration period. Black Tern numbers were impressive. Forster’s Terns were a

little late but finally showed up in good quantity. While the high count was 150, the total for Forster’s Tern came in at
just under 700.

A very cooperative Sandhill Crane arrived on August 22 and stayed until at least mid-September. It could be found
nearly every morning on the Flats after spending the night there. It would often bugle for extended periods before
flying off to the Lancaster County shoreline. The crane fed in the nearby fields and at a residence adjacent to the river.
Other notable birds were a single White Ibis (RMS), two Eared Grebes (RMS), and one each of Nelson’s Sharp-tailed
Sparrow (RMS) and Marsh Wren (EW, BC) and several Merlins.

Waders were well represented by White and Glossy Ibis, Little Blue and Green Herons, Cattle and Snowy Egrets, and
up to 141 Great Egrets and 50 Great Blue Herons.

The shorebird species tally for the season was only 27, which is the lowest since 2003 when we had the same number.
The ten-year average is 29.2. There were no tropical or sub-tropical systems during the year that had a direct effect on
the Susquehanna River corridor.

The shorebird count for Safe Harbor sponsored surveys for 2008 at 8,645 is actually the highest on record. The number
“calculated” to have used the Flats using their study methods was 16,330, which is the second highest on record. |
think that the high numbers of Least Sandpipers and American Golden-Plovers pushed up the totals, but it didn’t feel
like the count was that high. The average number of shorebirds calculated by LCBC methods to use the Flats in any
given year stands at 20,897.

Some interesting seasonal daily high-counts were 4 Long-billed Dowitcher, which is a new Flats record, 25 Black-
bellied Plover, 506 Least Sandpiper, S Little Gull, 17 spring and 27 fall Black Tern fall, 59 Common Tern , and 150
Forster’s Tern..

We thank the Safe Harbor Water Power Corporation for their effective habitat maintenance program that continues to
provide feeding and resting habitat for the wide range of birds that interact with the Flats.

Count charts follow on pages 6, 7 and 8.
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SUSQUEHANNA RIVER - Conejoheia Flats to Bainbridge

SPECIES <87 | 87 88 89 | 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 { 99 | 00 01 02 | 03 04 05 | 06} 07 | 08
Bilack Tern 1 7 1 18 3 17 72 11 28 28 27 141 36 17 52 81 96 48 | 124} 61 125
Caspian Tern 15 13 19 21 30 18 40 47 95 77 47 46 81 106 | 213 { 324 125 | 77 130 | 1791 1111 131
Forster's Tern h/c 200 275| 85 | 60 | 200] 40 | 200 245 215|105 200 | 50 | 275 75 87 90 § 200 | 100 | 150} 65 | 21 | 150
Common Tern 2 1 10 10 4 36 6 11 27 17 " 70 13 24 | 20711321 75 25 35 63 98
Least Tern 3 2 3 1 2 4 9 1 1 2
Gull-billed Temn 1 1 2 1 i

Sooty Tern 2 2 2 1 1

Arctic Tern 2 1

Royal Tern 1

Black Skimmer 2 1 1 1

Parasitic Jaeger 1 1 1p 1

Pomarine Jaeger 2 1

Long-tailed Jaeger 1

Common Loon <100] <100] <100} <100{ 440 }>100]>100{ >100[ >200| <100|>100| >200] >100] >300| <100} <100} <1001 <100 <100} <100 <100| <100
Red-throated Loon 1 29 28 6 2 5 7 2 1 1 869 2 10 1 1 6
Pacific Loon 1 1%

Red-necked Grebe 1 7 4 26 1 8 2 50+ 1 2

Little Gull 2 2 3 3 7 4 4 3 4 4 3 4 9 8 26 17
Black-headed Gull 2% 2 2

Sabine's Guil 1 + 2 1 3

Franklin's Gull 1 1 2 1 3 1 3 1 1 1
Laughing Guil 1 3 18 5 8 4 1 7 3 16 5 1 6 3 11 3 13 6 20 17 9 2
Thayer's Gull 1 1
Iceland Gull 1 1 1 1 1 1 i 4 2 1 1 2
Glaucous Gull 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

Lsr Black-backed Gull 1 2 4 2 3 1 4 2 5 2 2 1 3 1 a4 2 4
California Guil 1

Black-legged Kittiwake 1 1 1

Peregrine 1 2 1 3 2 5 7 3 2 2 3 4 3 5 6 7 9 9 9 9 5
Merlin 1 4 2 4 5 5 11 7 5 3 5 8 5 4 3 3 9 9 6 5
Sandhili Crane 1 1 1 1 1
American Bittern * 1 2 3 1 3 1 3 5 5 2 3 1 1 1 3 2
Least Bittern 1 1 1 2 2 1 2 1
Virginia Rait * 2 2 3 2 1 1 1 3 1 2*

Sora * 4 12 5 9 2 3 5 4 2 6 15 3 4 6 6 1-6* 1

Glossy Ibis 1 1 1 12 5 1 24 2 1 8 7 8 6 1 16 5
Marsh Wren * 1 4 1 2 5 3 2 7 5 g 9 14 9 4 3 1 1-10*} 6 4 1
Sedge Wren 1 1 1

N. Sharptailed Sparrow * 4 4 4 13 2 16 6 20 2 11 7 3 9 7 11 1 5* 1 4 1
Seaside Sparrow 1 1

* Bainbridge included

** Conowingo Pond

(continued)
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