Lancaster Gowzfy Bird Club

Lancaster, Pennsylvania

Founded December 8, 1937

to secure the cultivation of public sentiment in the
preservation of our native bird life.

"CALL NOTES ™
RESEARCH I SSUE F OR 2007

This, the 18th edition of the Lancaster County Bird Club's Research Issue, documents the
Club's special projects in Lancaster County for the year 2007. It reflects the dedication
and hard work of many of our members in pursuit of the Club's goal to record the county's
bird life. I would continue to encourage more members to take an active part in the
compiling of this data by participating in these Club activities. Missing from this
year's issue is the Volunteer Waterfowl Identification at Middle Creek WMA. Most of these

had to be canceled due to bad weather, so there wasn't sufficient data to warrant a
report.

This year's issue includes the following reports:

. Pennsylvania Migration Count

. 2007 Conejohela Flats Summary

Southern Lancaster County Christmas Bird Count
Lancaster Christmas Bird Count

Lititz Christmas Bird Count

2007 Lancaster County Year List
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- Jan A. Witmer
Newsletter Editor
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PENNSYLVANTA MIGRATION COUNT BY BRUCE A. CARL

The 16th Annual Pennsylvania Migration Count was held on Saturday, May 12, 2007.
Lancaster County again participated in this annual count for the 12th time. There were 44
participants identifying a record 180 species for the day, which broke the previous daily
high of 174 that occurred in both 2002 and 2005. This marked the 12th consecutive year in
which at least 160 species have been identified in Lancaster County. Various areas
throughout the county were birded, including Middle Creek WMA, Octorara Lake area,
numerous locations along the Susquehanna River, selected areas in southern Lancaster
County, along the Hammer Creek in northern Lancaster County, and some of the Lancaster

County Parks to name a few. Listed below you will see some of the many highlights for the
day.

Species:

14 Waterfowl plus 1 Horned Grebe, 5 Pied-billed Grebes, and 6 Common Loons
13 Shorebirds

4 Terns

5 Vireos

6 Swallows
32 Warblers

Notable Sightings Included:
1 Olive-sided Flycatcher - Pumping Station Road
1 White-rumped Sandpiper - Susquehanna River, Conejohela Flats
7 Black Terns -Susquehanna River, Conejohela Flats
2 Peregrine Falcons - Susquehanna River, Columbia/Wrightsville Route 30 Bridge
4 Lapland Longspurs - 2nd count record for this species, with 4 breeding-plumaged
females being seen in farmland areas northwest of Ephrata
3 Blue Grosbeaks - 1 each in Peach Bottom, the Muddy Run area, and along Observation
Road near Safe Harbor

34 Bald Eagles - seen throughout the county, but mainly along the Susquehanna River
and at Middle Creek WMA

Other Highlights for the Day Included:

1 Tundra Swan, 8 Lesser Scaup, 2 Bufflehead, 2 Common Goldeneye, 1 Hooded Merganser, 1
Red-breasted Merganser, 1 Snowy Egret, 5 Virginia Rails, 4 Sora, 16 Black-bellied
Plovers, 6 Dunlin, 5 American Woodock, 4 Common Terns, 2 Least Flycatchers, 3 Blue-
headed Vireos, 1 Philadelphia Vireo, 7 Cliff Swallows, 1 Black=-capped Chickadee, 1
Winter Wren, 4 Golden-crowned Kinglets, 2 Gray-cheeked Thrushes, 10 Swainson's
Thrushes, 1 Hermit Thrush; Warblers: 1 Tennessee, 3 Cape May, 15 Blackburnian, 9
Yellow~throated, 3 Pine, 8 Bay-breasted, 9 Cerulean, 6 Prothonotary, 2 Mourning, 2
Wilson's, and 15 Yellow-breasted Chat; 4 Vesper Sparrow and 1 Lincoln's Sparrow

Count charts follow on pages 3 & 4.
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NNSYLVANIA MIGRATION COUNT - SATURDAY, 12 MAY

Please record totals for each species in the proper column. TN hours, miles, participants, etc.

Species that are shaded require further detail... please submit a description, including location.
Species in BOLD TYPE are of particular interest, so full details are appreciated!

Species marked with an asterisk { * ) are on the state review list in most counties. Please submit a separate report to the
Pennsylvania Omithological Records Committee (PORC) for these species!

COUNTY =
Species Ba_\' Noc.| Species - 1-)33 Noc. Species ]-)a_y Noc.
Snow Goose 37 ississippi Kite* R Caspian Tern 2z
Canada Goose 19 Bald Eagle 3y Common Tern i
Mute Swan o Northern Harrier i Forster's Tem 3
Tundra Swan | Sharp-shinned Hawk Black Tem 7
Wood Duck 177 " |Cooper's Hawk 7 Rock Pigeon paalle
Gadwall Northern Goshawk urasian Collared-Dove*
American Wigeon Accipiter sp. Mourning Dove 3 '7 Ci
American Black Duck L{» Red-shouldered Hawk [ Black-billed Cuckoo 5
Mallard qu Broad-winged Hawk (.O Yellow-billed Cuckoo L’ q 2_
z Red-tailed Hawk $3 Ban Owl
Northern Shovaier ed Hawk ; Eastern Screech-Owl 2 g
Northern Pintail i Buteo sp. Great Horned Owl ya
Green-winged Teal den Eagle 5 . Barred Owl R
Canvasback American Kestrel { § Long-cared Owl
Redhead Medin Short-cared Owl
Ring-necked Duck Peregrine Falcon 7 Northemn Saw-whet Owl
Greater Scaup King Rail* Common Nighthawk
Lesser Scaup & Virginia Rail S JChuck-will's-widow*
Surf Scoter Sora l'-{« Whip-poor-will
White-winged Scoter Common Moorhen Chimaey Swift Lo
Long-tailed Duck American Coot [ i [|Ruby-throated Hurimingbird 2.1
Buffiehead 7 Sandhill Crane Belted Kingfisher i K
Common Goldeneye 2 Black-belhed Plover I (D Red-headed Woodpecker
Hooded Merganser i Semipalmated Plover 70 Red-bellied Woodpecker 125
Common Merganser 3 Kilideer g Yellow-bellied Sapsucker °
ed-breasted Merganser ] Greater Yellowlegs 7 Downy Woodpecker 2}
Ruddy Duck Lesser Yellowlegs i '-1 Hairy Woodpecker {7
Ring-necked Pheasant 5 Solitary Sandpiper I Northern Flicker 2
Ruffed Grouse Willet S Pileated Woodpecker e
Wild Turkey Spotted Sandpiper S o Olive-sided Flycatcher [
Northern Bobwhite Upland Sandpiper Eastern Wood-Pewee 7) q
Red-throated Loon 1ddy Tumstone Yéuow-bcﬂietj Flycatcher "
Common Loen (0 Sanderling ‘ Acadian Flycatcher { pa
billad Grat 5 Semipalmated Sandpiper L der Flycatcher
1 Least Sandpiper |72, Willow Flycatcher i)
n2en sz Least Flycatcher 7
]ﬂ l-l 'Whiterumped Sandpiper l Empid. sp. i
Great Cormorant* Pectoral Sandpiper H Eastern Phoebe 50
American Bittern Dunlin { Great Crested Flycatcher ji0
Least Bittern Stilt Sandpiper Eastern Kingbird S
Great Blue Heron 7 5 Short-billed Dowitcher Loggerbead Shrike*
Great Egret 2 Wilson's Snipe : White-eyed Vireo 23
Snowy Egret i American Woodcock S Blue-headed Vireo 3
Little Blue Heron Wilson's Phalarope Yellow-throated Vireo ¥ 5
Cattle Egret* Laughing Gull* Warbling Vireo TE
Green Heron 7 Bonaparte’s Gull 29 Philadelphia Vireo {
Biack-crowned Night-Heron i O Ring-billed Gull 7720 q Red-eyed Vireo LBS
Yellow-crowned Night-Heron Herring Gull Ln Blue Jay % 3 3 {
ossv Ihis* Icetand Gull American Crow { Q Z
3 perECHm— {712 ¥ esser Black-backed Gull Fish Crow {07
e Vidare y X' JGiancons Gull Crow sp. 2.0
: e [Great Black-backed Gull i

(continued)




2007 PENNSYLVANIA MIGRATION COUNT (concluded)
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Species Day |Noec. Species Day |Noc Other species reported:
Common Raven Cerulean Warbler 4] *
Horned Lark 2 i Black-and-white Warbler o7 *
Pusple Martin Hs(, American Redstart 57 *
Tree Swallow 272 Prothonotary Warbler Lg *
Northern Rough-winged Swallow 14 Worm-eating Warbler jid Total Participants: yif
Bank Swallow l g ISwainson's Warbler* ’ How many were feeder watch only? et
Cliff Swallow 7. Ovenbird 2.4 | How many went owling i
Barn Swallow g Northern Waterthrush In Total Party Hours 19125
swallow sp. Louisiana Waterthrush } q Subtotal: Nocturnal ("Owling") hours? [ "
Carolina Chickadee 114 Kentucky Warbler Y Subtotal: Feeder watching hours? {n
Black-capped Chickadee i _{Connecticut Warbler Miles on foot, approximatety £" 5.[
chickadee sp. g - Mourning Warbler . Miles traveled <S80, 2
Tufted Titmouse 11K Common Yellowthroat |22 Total miles traveled: (riff 4]
Red-breasted Nuthatch Hooded Warbler ¥s) Specify non-cas wavel (ie. bike, @) | B n AT —
‘White-breasted Nuthatch 2 i Wilson's Warbler Z Start Time: ‘ 200 Avin
Brown Creeper Canada Warbler [Ne) Swop Time: 5, * 30 PN
Carolina Wren [ Yellow-breasted Chat IS )
House Wren ’1 3 Summer Tanager®
Winter Wren i Scarlet Tanager C'[ &, i
Marsh Wren Eastern Towhes -] 0@
Golden-crowned Kinglet Ammerican Tree Sparrow
Ruby-crowned Kinglet Chipping Sparrow 297
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher {iq Clay-colored Sparrow
Eastern Bluebird 90 Field Sparrow S
Veery <Y Vesper Sparrow if
Gray-cheeked Thrush 2. Savannah Sparrow Z
Swainson's Thrush {O Grasshopper Sparrow 7.4
Hermit Thrush { Henslow's Sparrow i
Wood Thrush '3 3 5 Fox Sparrow
American Robin i X é» O |Song Sparrow /1R "”i
Gray Catbird Hy J Lincoln's Sparrow [l
Northern Mockingbird ) 7. |Swamp Sparrow | O
Brown Thrasher [ [ White-throated Sparrow C} i
European Starling (0'75 White-crowned Sparrow
American Pipit 5 ,,Z Dark-eyed Junco
Cedar Waxwing g & Laptand Longspar [
Blue-winged Warbler 2 Northem Cardinal Z (o4
Golden-winged Warbler Rose-breasted Grosbeak Lip
Brewster's Warbler Blue Grosbeak* r
Lawrence's Warbler Indigo Bunting Wiy 5
Tennessee Warbler } ickeissel
Orange-crowned Warbler Bobolink 33
Nashville Warbler Red-winged Blackbird f ey
Northern Parula q Eastern Meadowlark v &
Yellow Warbler T2 Rusty Blackbird
Chestmut-sided Warbler s Common Grackle ! Om
Magnolia Warbler 20 Brown-headed Cowbird {171
Cape May Warbler 3 blackbird sp.
Black-throated Blue Warbler SO Orchard Oriole T4
Yellow-rumped Warbler 19 Baltimore Oriole 750
Black-throated Green Warbler L9e] Purple Finch
Blackburnian Warbler 15 House Finch o
Yellow-throated Warbler Y ed Crossbill
Pine Warbler ' 4 [P hite-winged Crossbill
Prairie Warbler /s ‘ommon Redpoll
Palm Warbler Pine Siskin
Bay-breasted Warbler < American Goldfinch 7)'5“";
Blackpoll Warbler e By ) Evening Grosbeak
Housé Sparrow ?) OL‘
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2007 CONEJOHELA FLATS SUMMARY BY JERRY BOOK
Spring migration for 2007 was dominated by cool windy days and calm clear nights. I think many
migrants took advantage of those conditions and simply over-flew Lancaster County. Shorebird
migration was somewhat disappointing, however, Stilt Sandpiper (JH) on 5/15 and 2 Red Knots
(DH) on 6/6 were noteworthy. Forster’s and Caspian Terns moved through quickly in lower than
usual numbers. Common and Black Terns were well represented, but did not linger at the Rocks
as long as usual. I believe the cooler weather resulted in a sub-standard insect hatch so the terns
Just headed north. Little Gull numbers were amazing and a Franklin’s Gull (EW) was a nice
addition. On 6/23, 2 Least Terns were a great find.

The southbound migration got off to a good start with a Willet (RMS) on 7/9, 2 American
Avocets (TJ & AM) on 7/12 and 3 Stilt Sandpipers (TJ) on 7/24. Another Avocet (DH & AM)
showed up on 7/30. The next highlights were 2 Marbled Godwits (RMS) that put in a brief
appearance on 8/17 as well as a Long-billed Dowitcher. These were followed closely by a
Wilson’s Phalarope (CC) on 8/19. Another Willet (RMS) showed up on 8/24. Red-necked
Phalarope (DH) was tallied on 9/6 and a Reeve (TA) was picked up on 9/10. On 9/17, 2
Hudsonian Godwits (DH) were recorded. Another Long-billed Dowitcher was discovered on
10/28. The southbound migration was characterized by very few weather systems and no tropical
storms.

The southbound tern migration in general was disappointing, but Black Terns showed up in
reasonable numbers. The Caspian Terns did not seem to hold on the Flats as they had most years.
Forster’s Terns numbers were at our lowest levels ever.

When it was all said and done we hit 30 or more species of shorebirds for the fourth consecutive
year. I find it amazing that we’ve recorded Ruff/Reeve for the fourth year in a row. There were
only single sightings of Reeve, Hudsonian Godwit, Marbled Godwit, Red Knot, Wilson’s
Phalarope, and Red-necked Phalarope. Whimbrel was missed for only the third time in fifteen
years. A new daily high-count was recorded for Dunlin with 292. New season high-count records
were established for Solitary Sandpiper with 33 and Greater Yellowlegs with 232. The ten-year
species average now stands at just over 29. Until the year 2000. our highest yearly species count
was only 27.

The actual shorebird count for Safe Harbor sponsored surveys for 2007 was 7,651. The number
of shorebirds calculated to have used the Flats during the entire 2007 season was 14,410, which
is based on a mathematical formula that I believe results in a significant underestimate. The
“official” number assumes that the shorebirds counted in a four-hour period in any given day
represent the total number using the Flats for that entire day. There is ample evidence to prove
that there is a significant turnover of shorebirds on most days. Additionally, the four-hour survey
period only represents about one third of the available daily hours. Therefore, the season estimate
used by the LCBC adjusts the “official” number upward by a factor of 1.5. Using this method,
the number of shorebirds calculated to have used the Flats during the 2007 season was 21,615.
Since 1999, the yearly total average is 20,767.

Observers conducting Safe Harbor sponsored surveys estimated that only 1% or less of
shorebirds seen during the surveys failed to interact with the Flats habitat in some way.

Bald Eagles are doing very well and there are now five nests between the Route 30 bridge and
Safe Harbor Dam. There is hope that successful Peregrine nesting will take place in 2008 as well.

Flats habitat is currently in good shape. We thank the Safe Harbor Water Power Corporation for
their effective habitat maintenance program that continues to provide adequate feeding and
resting habitat for the wide range of birds that use this area.

Count charts follow on pages 6 & 7.
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SUSQUEHANNA RIVER - Conejohela Flats to Bainbridge

SPECIES <87 | 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 00 01 02 03 04 05 06 07
Black Tern 1 7 1 18 3 17 72 11 28 28 27 141 36 17 52 81 96 48 | 124 61
Caspian Tern 15 13 19 21 30 18 40 47 95 77 47 46 81 1051 213 324} 1254 77 | 130 | 179 111
Forster's Tern h/c 200} 275) 85 | 60 | 200} 40 | 200) 245{ 215} 105 | 200 | 50 | 275| 75 | 87 | 90 }J 200} 100 | 150 | 85 | 21
Common Tern 2 1 10 | 10 4 36 6 11§ 27 17| 11 ] 70 | 13§ 24 | 207§132] 75| 25 | 35| 63
Least Tern 3 2 3 1 2 4 9 1 1 2
Guil-billed Tern 1 1 2 1 1

Sooty Tern 2 2 2 1 1
Arctic Tern 2 1

Royal Tern 1

Black Skimmer 2 1 1 1

Parasitic Jaeger 1 1 prob| 1
Pomarine Jaeger 2 1

Long-tailed Jaeger 1

Common Loon <100} <100} <100] <100| 440 { >100} >100{ >100} >200} <100} >100| >200| >100] >300{ <100| <100{ <100| <100| <100| <100} <100
Red-throated Loon 1 29 28 6 2 5 7 2 1 1 69 2 10 1 1
Pacific Loon 1 1%

Red-necked Grebe 1 7 4 26 1 8 2 50+ | 1 2
Little Gull 2 2 3 3 7 4 4 3 4 4 3 4 9 8 26
Black-headed Guli 2% 2 2
Sabine’'s Gull 1 2 1 3

Franklin's Gull 1 1 2 1 3 1 3 1 1 1
Laughing Gull 1 3 18 5 8 4 1 7 3 16 5 1 6 3 11 3 13 6 20 | 17 9
Thayer's Gull 1 1
lceland Gull 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 4 2 1" 1 2
Glaucous Gul! 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

Lsr Black-backed Gull 1 2 4 2 3 1 4 2 5 2 2 1 3 1 4 2 4
California Gull 1
Black-legged Kittiwake 1 1 1**

Peregrine 1 2 1 3 2 5 7 3 2 2 3 4 3 5 6 7 9 9 9 9
Merlin 1 4 2 4 5 5 11 7 5 3 5 8 5 4 3 3 9 ] 6
Sandhili Crane 1 1 1 1

American Bittern * 1 2 3 1 3 1 3 5 5 2 3 1 1 1 3
Least Bittern 1 1 1 2 2 1 2 1
Virginia Rail * 2 2 3 2 1 1 1 3 1 2"

Sora * 4 12 5 9 2 3 5 4 2 6 15 3 4 6 6 167 1
Glossy Ibis 1 1 1 12 5 1 24 2 1 8 7 8 8 1 16
Marsh Wren * 1 4 1 2 5 3 2 7 5 9 9 14 9 4 3 1 1-10*| 6 4
Sedge Wren ! 1 !

N. Sharptailed Sparrow * 4 4 4 13 2 16 6 20 2 1 7 3 9 7 1 1 5* 1 4
Seaside Sparrow 1 1

* Bainbridge included
** Conowingo Pongj ]
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SOUTHERN LANCASTER COUNTY CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT

The Southern Lancaster County Christmas Bird Count was held on Sunday, Decemper 16, 2007,
with 45 people participating. A total number of 1353 hours were logged in by the 23
different party groups. They covered 685 miles by car and foot tFavel. A tota% of 105
species was recorded, totaling 94,107 individuals. Species of special note for this count
at this time of year incuded Ross' Goose, Blue-winged Teal, Red-throated Loon, and Yellow-
headed Blackbird.

High numbers for this count areaincluded 4 Cackling Geese and 34 Ring—necked Duck. Also
of note were 47 Bald Eagles. American Kestrel numbers were down this year with only 37
recorded.

Bob reported that the amount of wind and rain had an adverse effect on the count this
year, especially on the number and species of owls.

He expresses a sincere "thanks" to all who braved the elements to assist on this count.

Count chart js found on page 9.
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LANCASTER CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 2007 BY CHRIS PEDERSON

The 2007 Lancaster Christmas Bird Count was held on Sunday, December 23. Coincidentally,
there were 23 participants grouped in nine parties. Despite fog, rain, and high afternoon
winds, we had an excellent count. Best birds by group were: for Gary Shirk and the
Lancaster County Park, Common Merganser (believe it or not, nobody else had this bird),
and both Kinglets; Jay George's group had 5 Bald Eagles, Red-shouldered Hawk, Northern
Harrier, and Wild Turkey; Bruce Carl, birding by himself, chipped in the only Snow Goose
and both Hermit Thrush and Gray Catbird; the Lownsberys added both Barred Owl, Pine
Siskin, and a comment about the compiler's list making (I had put Red-headed Woodpecker
on the list instead of Red-bellied); Fred Zimmerman's group helped out with Green-winged
Teal, Black-capped Chickadee (instead of the expected Carolinas) and White-crowned
Sparrow; Thom Kurtz and Nancy Clupper's group had a nice flock of Horned Larks and over
100 American Robins; my group had good looks at a Merlin and not one but two Chipping
Sparrows; Eric Witmer very kindly helped out by boating to several islands in the Susque-
hanna and was able from there to tally 10 of the 16 species of waterfowl for the whole
count, as well as a first-year male Common Yellowthroat seen on Sharp-tailed Island, but
by far the best bird as usual was seen by the group lead by Joe Meloney, while waterfowl
were hard to see because of the morning fog,they still saw 2 Peregrine Falcons, an Iceland
Gull; and the best bird of the count was seen by Jonathan Heller at the water treatment
plant——a Blackburmian Warbler. In all there were 91 species which is very good for this
count! (Total individuals were 26,310.)

I wish to give my sincerest thanks to all 23 who helped this year!

Count chart is found on page 10.
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