Lancaster Gouqu Bird Club

Lancaster, Pennsylvania

Founded December 8, 1937

to secure the cultivation of public sentiment in the
preservation of our native bird life.

"CALL NOTES™"

RESEARCH ISSUE FOR 2006

This, the 17th edition of the Lancaster County Bird Club's Research Issue, documents the
Club's special projects in Lancaster County for the year 2006. It reflects the dedication
and hard work of many of our members in pursuit of the Club's goal to record the county's
bird life. I would continue to encourage more members to take an active part in the
compiling of this data by participating in these Club activities.

This year's issue includes the following reports:

1. Annual Volunteer Waterfowl Identification at Middle Creek WMA
. Pennsylvania Migration Count

. 2006 Conejohela Flats Summary

. Southern Lancaster County Christmas Bird Count

Lancaster Christmas Bird Count

Lititz Christmas Bird Count

2006 Lancaster County Year List

~NoumpewNS

- Jan A. Witmer
Newsletter Editor
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ANNUAL VOLUNTEER WATERFOWL IDENTIFICATION AT MIDDLE CREFK WMA BY BRUCE CARL

Eleven members of the Lancaster County Bird Club volunteered their time in 2006 to help
show visitors at the Middle Creek WMA the variety of wildlife present during late winter
with the focus being on waterfowl. This marked the seventh year that the Club has
participated in this annual event. :Volunteers were present on Sunday afternoons from
February 19, 2006, to March 5, 2006, betweeen the hours of 12:00pm and 4:00pm at Willow
Point and Stop #i. The last Sunday, March 12, 2006, was canceled due to inclement
weather, ’

Weather for the three Sundays was pretty uniform with windy, cold conditions on each day
and temperatures ranging from the 20s to the 40s. The weather again limited the number
of visitors present on these days, with most people staying in their vehicles while at
Stop #1 before moving on; an estimated count of about 1,200 people visited the Willow
Point area during the three Sundays. One highlight mentioned was when a scout troop
including their leaders arrived at Willow Point with pads, pencils, and binoculars with
the intention of identifying twenty species while on their visit. Most got close to that
twenty mark before they left.

Birding highlights included 49 species being . identified - including 20 species of
waterfowl, which was highlighted by the estimated 95,000 Snow Geese present during their
peak numbers. Other waterfowl included Ross' Goose, Lesser Scaup, and Common Goldeneye.
Other sightings included Greater Black-backed Gull, Bald Eagle, Red-shouldered Hawk,
Northern Harrier, and Killdeer.

A bilg THANK YOU goes out to this year's participants: Milt Steffy, Larry Coble, Randy
Miller, Kate Miller, Jane & Leon Schreffler, Andrew and Margaret Odell, Chuck & Elaine
Chalfant, and Jay George.
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PENNSYLVANIA MIGRATION COUNT BY BRUCE A. CARL

The 15th Annual Pennsylvania Migration Count was held on Saturday, May 13, 2006. This
marked the 1lth year in which Lancaster County participated with this count. Some of the
places covered on this day included selected areas along the Susquehanna River -and
Southern Lancaster County, which included the Octorara Lake and Safe Harbor areas, Middle
Creek WMA, a few of the Lancaster County Parks, some locations along the Hammer Creek, and
numerous areas in between.

There were 46 participants who identified 161 species for the day, Migrants and birds in
general seemed to be hard to find for the day, so reaching the 160 species mark that day
was impressive. Lancaster County has reached at least 160 species in each of the 11 years
it has been a participant in this count. Below you will find some of the highlights for
the day.

SPECIES:

13 Waterfowl plus Common Loon
13 Shorebirds

11 Raptors and Vultures

28 Warblers

INDIVIDUAL HIGHLIGHTS:

3 Lesser Scaup, 1 Bufflehead, 4 Red-breasted. Mergansers, 1 Ruddy Duck, 1 Northern
Bobwhite, 41 Bald Eagles, 1 Red-shouldered Hawk, 2 Virginia Rails, 1 Sora, 1 Sanderling, 3
Dunlin, 1 Little Gull, 3 Red-headed Woodpeckers, 2 Least Flycatchers, 2 Swainson's Thrush,
1 Hermit Thrush, 1 Lawrence's Warbler, 1 Bay-breasted Warbler, 2 Cerulean Warblers, 6
Prothonotary Warblers, 1 Vesper Sparrow, and 2 Blue Grosbeaks.

The PAMC Chart follows on pages 3 & 4.
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Please reécord totals for each species in the proper column. Fill.in hours, miles, participants, etc.
Species that are shaded require further detail... please submit a description, including location.
Species in BOLD TYPEare of particular interest, so full details are appreciated!
ipecies marked with an asterisk ( *) are on the state review list in most counties. Piease submit a separate report to the
Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Commitiee (PORC) for these species!

R =Regular birding N=Nocturnal birding

Species R N | Species | R N Species R N
Snow Goose ’ '7 M Caspian Tem
Canada Goose {00 7 Common Tem
Mute Swan ] ) /] Forster's Tem z_
Tundra Swan A ' Sharpshipned Hawk ]
Wood Duck 152 Cooper's Hawk é tern sp. o
Gadwall ko) ot =z Rock Pigeon 285
American Wigeon ] Accipiter sp. E "
American Black Duck A Red-shouldersd Hawk | Mouming Dove 222
Mallard 3 5;! Broad-winged Hawk o} Black-billed Cuckoo <{
Blus-winged Teal : Red-talledHawk o Yellowbilled Cuckoo 2.0 |
Northern Shoveler ; e ’

Black-beltied Plover 35
Semipalmated Plover 3 =Y
/ Killdeer '513
1/ Greater Yellowlegs '7 . | Yellow-bellied Sapsacker
/ Lesser Yellowlegs -/ Downy Woodpecker 3 o)
7

Pectoral Sandpiper ‘ /
Dl | 3
Stilt Sandpiper
Shost-billed Dowitcher
Wilson's Snipe

Blue-hesded Vireo
Yellow-throsted Vireo {3
Warbling Vireo ‘3 5
Black-crowned Night-Heron Philadelphia Vireo
%2 kit Red-oyed Vireo [97
[y - Bive lay 143
Black Vulture American Crow 2l ‘-(
Turkey Vulture : ‘ Fish Crow (rS
Osprey J&8 || Great Bleck-backed Gul | 2 crow sp. 3

(continued)
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Species R N Species R N Qther species reported:
—— : ror—— Z LI77L&E G-OLL |1
Homed Lark 5 Black-and-white Warbler 3(_a ] *
Pusple Martin 7] Amerigsn Redstart 21 .
Tres Swallow 26} (o Prothonotary Warbler : (b +
:;‘;:: nusgleges 55 Y@wﬁng Warbler QB *
Back Swallow ] 3Y Swat *
Cuiff Swallow /(o Ovenbird 202 Total Participants: 4yn
Bara Swallow 162 Northern Waterthrush z How many of these wers fooder watchers only? | ==
swallow sp. Louisiana Waterthrosh / 8 How mauy weat "owling" (Nocturnal)? é
Carolina Chickadee 7 q Kentucky Warbler 2 Total Party Honrs ("Reg™+"Noc™+"Feeder| / L/@ 7{
Black-capped Chickadee 3 e bl Subtotal: Noctumal ("Owling®) boars? '
chickadee sp. 2.(s Mourming Warbler Sublotal: Feeder watching hours? —_
Tufted Titmouse 7 Common Yellowthroat i3l Miles on foot, approximately 347
Red-treasted Nuthatch Hooded Warbler 72 Miles traveled by car, bike, horse, bugey, o | LJL}57 &~
White-broasted Nuthatch lln Wilson's Warbler : Total miles fraveled: SO ':20
Brows Crocper Canada Warbler Z Specity sor-car ravet: G biko, )| YT Y
Carolina Wren ? 2. Yellow-breasted Chat 2 [ St Tme: &1} ) A9}
—— 82 e I SpTime: 4 7/0/]
con g
S e Easn Towos s ]
Marsh American Tree Sparrow ' e
Golden-crowned Kinglet Chipping Sparow / Sq .
Ruby-crowned Kinglet iy N '
Blue-gray Guatcatcher Z
Eastern Blaebird
Veery
Gray-cheeked Thrush
Swainsoo's Thrush
Wood Thrush
American Robin
" | Gray Catbird
Northern Mochnghrd -
Brown Thrasher
European Starting
American Pipit
Cedar Wax\_ving
Bluo-winged Warbler
Goldea-winged Warbler
Teansssee Warbler Bobolink , 2Un
": 3 2 Rex-wingod Blackbird 2]
Nashville Warbier y A Bastern Meadowlark I
Northern Perula 25 Rusty Blackbird
Yeliow Warbler (a , Common Grackle ‘ﬂz_
Chestat-sided Warbler 1S Brown-headed Cowbird jyy
Magnolia Warbler (a blackbird sp.
Cape May Warbler ' Orchard Oriole 3 5
Biack-throated Blue Warbler q Baltimore Oriole 230
Yellow-rumped Warbler Z
Black-throated Green Warbler
Blackbumian Warbler
Yellow-throated Warbler
Pine Warbler
Prairic Warbler
Palm Warbler
Bay-broasted Warbler
Blackpoll Warbler ¥
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THE CONEJOHELA FLATS BY JERRY BOOK
2006 was a stellar year on the Conejohela Flats. The year ended with a record 33 species
of shorebirds,. which was .one more than the 32 -species tallied in 2000. The ten-year
average jumped to nearly 29 species and was the third consecutive year with 30 or more
species of shorebirds.

While the mudflats certainly have undergone change and shifted positions over the last
20 years, I have little doubt that the excellent coverage has been the reason for the
steady increase in species count in the eighties and early nineties, the total ranged from
21 to 27. 1In recent years, the range has jumped to 27 to 33 species. The surveys
conducted by Bob Schutsky, sponsored by Safe Harbor Water Power Corporation, resulted in
nearly seventy trips per season. Deuane Hoffman was also conducting surveys on the Flats
for the Manomet Bird Observatory. The cadre of observers also included Eric Witmer, Tom
Garner, Bruce Carl, Dan Heathcote, Cameron Rutt, Jonathan Heller, Tom Johnson, Tom Raub,
Tom Amico, Jason Horn, and Jerry Book.

The shorebird highlights of the season were single sightings of Black-necked Stilt (2),
American Avocet, Willet (2), Whimbrel (17), Hudsonian Godwit (30), Marbled Godwit, Red
Knot, Ruff, Long-billed Dowitcher (2), and Woodcock (2). There were two sightings of
Wilson's Phalaropes (2) and seven of Red-necked Phalarope (14). The only "misses" for
the year were Red Phalarope, which is not frequently encountered on the Flats and has not
been recorded in the last six years, and Piping Plover, which has only been tallied twice
in the last twenty years. A very pale plover was observed in close proximity to two Semi~
palmated Plovers, but the distance was too great to be certain of the identity.

Terns put in a reasonably good showing. There were single sightings of Least Tern in
August and Sooty Tern in early September after Tropical Storm Ernesto. There were four
additional sightings of Sooty Tern from Harrisburg downriver to the Flats, but it is
difficult to know just how many of these represented different individuals. Black Terns
had their second best yearly total in the last twenty years. There was a flock of 48 seen
on August 19, which was only eclipsed by the large group of 119 tallied in August of 1999,
There was another build-up of 37 Black Terns at the end of August.

Additional highlights included a Parasitic Jaeger seen right after the passing of Ernesto
and the first Flats record of Lark Sparrow in mid-October. Other notable sightings were
Eurasian Widgeon, Little Gull (8), Black-~headed Gull (2), Franklin's Gull, American
Bittern, Least Bittern (2), Glossy Ibis, Marsh Wren (6), and Nelson's Sharp-tailed
Sparrow. Merlin and Peregrine were well represented with nine each for the second consec—
utive year. Bald Eagles peaked in August, with as many as 24 individuals of all age
groups visible from one location.

The habitat was in relatively good condition for the season. The "new" South Spit
continued to hold a lot of birds, but its down-river location requires observers to
relocate from Avocet Point  to get close enough for certain identification. We once again
thank Safe Harbor for their continued control of vegetation on specific areas of the
Flats. The availability of resting habitat is ecritically important, especially during.
periods of high water and bad weather conditions. :

Since 1996, the SHWPC has commissioned one partial and six full season surveys. The
average calculated annual shorebird count for. those surveys is 13,521. The calculation
method used by the project management company they've retained states that the number of
birds recorded in a four-hour period is the total amount that uses the Flats for the
entire day. Since there are three four-hour daylight periods in a day and a degree of
turnover of shorebirds during those periods, it is highly 1ikely that their formula
results in an under-estimate of calculated annual shorebirds' use. If one believes that
there is an additional 507 of the survey count that uses the Flats during the two remain-
ing four-hour periods, then the calculated annual shorebird count would be 20,282 (13,521
x 1.5). Evaluation of data when back-to-back four-hour counts were done suggests that
there are differences in the totals for many shorebird species in the two counts. This
strongly suggests that some birds leave the area, some arrive, or a combination of both.
A lot of this movememt is dependent on weather conditions and the time of year, but it
does occur. Therefore, I believe that the 20,282 number is more realistic. One could

argue that it should even be higher.

The 2007 season will be starting before too long. New records are becoming increasingly
difficult to set, but.itys fun trying! (Chart follows on page 6.)
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