Lancaster Gouqu Bird Club

Lancaster, Pennsylvania

Founded December 8, 1937

to secure the cultivation of public sentiment in the
preservation of our native bird life.

"CALL NOTES™"

RESEARCH ISSUE FOR 2006

This, the 17th edition of the Lancaster County Bird Club's Research Issue, documents the
Club's special projects in Lancaster County for the year 2006. It reflects the dedication
and hard work of many of our members in pursuit of the Club's goal to record the county's
bird life. I would continue to encourage more members to take an active part in the
compiling of this data by participating in these Club activities.

This year's issue includes the following reports:

1. Annual Volunteer Waterfowl Identification at Middle Creek WMA
. Pennsylvania Migration Count

. 2006 Conejohela Flats Summary

. Southern Lancaster County Christmas Bird Count

Lancaster Christmas Bird Count

Lititz Christmas Bird Count

2006 Lancaster County Year List
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- Jan A. Witmer
Newsletter Editor
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ANNUAL VOLUNTEER WATERFOWL IDENTIFICATION AT MIDDLE CREFK WMA BY BRUCE CARL

Eleven members of the Lancaster County Bird Club volunteered their time in 2006 to help
show visitors at the Middle Creek WMA the variety of wildlife present during late winter
with the focus being on waterfowl. This marked the seventh year that the Club has
participated in this annual event. :Volunteers were present on Sunday afternoons from
February 19, 2006, to March 5, 2006, betweeen the hours of 12:00pm and 4:00pm at Willow
Point and Stop #i. The last Sunday, March 12, 2006, was canceled due to inclement
weather, ’

Weather for the three Sundays was pretty uniform with windy, cold conditions on each day
and temperatures ranging from the 20s to the 40s. The weather again limited the number
of visitors present on these days, with most people staying in their vehicles while at
Stop #1 before moving on; an estimated count of about 1,200 people visited the Willow
Point area during the three Sundays. One highlight mentioned was when a scout troop
including their leaders arrived at Willow Point with pads, pencils, and binoculars with
the intention of identifying twenty species while on their visit. Most got close to that
twenty mark before they left.

Birding highlights included 49 species being . identified - including 20 species of
waterfowl, which was highlighted by the estimated 95,000 Snow Geese present during their
peak numbers. Other waterfowl included Ross' Goose, Lesser Scaup, and Common Goldeneye.
Other sightings included Greater Black-backed Gull, Bald Eagle, Red-shouldered Hawk,
Northern Harrier, and Killdeer.

A bilg THANK YOU goes out to this year's participants: Milt Steffy, Larry Coble, Randy
Miller, Kate Miller, Jane & Leon Schreffler, Andrew and Margaret Odell, Chuck & Elaine
Chalfant, and Jay George.
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PENNSYLVANIA MIGRATION COUNT BY BRUCE A. CARL

The 15th Annual Pennsylvania Migration Count was held on Saturday, May 13, 2006. This
marked the 1lth year in which Lancaster County participated with this count. Some of the
places covered on this day included selected areas along the Susquehanna River -and
Southern Lancaster County, which included the Octorara Lake and Safe Harbor areas, Middle
Creek WMA, a few of the Lancaster County Parks, some locations along the Hammer Creek, and
numerous areas in between.

There were 46 participants who identified 161 species for the day, Migrants and birds in
general seemed to be hard to find for the day, so reaching the 160 species mark that day
was impressive. Lancaster County has reached at least 160 species in each of the 11 years
it has been a participant in this count. Below you will find some of the highlights for
the day.

SPECIES:

13 Waterfowl plus Common Loon
13 Shorebirds

11 Raptors and Vultures

28 Warblers

INDIVIDUAL HIGHLIGHTS:

3 Lesser Scaup, 1 Bufflehead, 4 Red-breasted. Mergansers, 1 Ruddy Duck, 1 Northern
Bobwhite, 41 Bald Eagles, 1 Red-shouldered Hawk, 2 Virginia Rails, 1 Sora, 1 Sanderling, 3
Dunlin, 1 Little Gull, 3 Red-headed Woodpeckers, 2 Least Flycatchers, 2 Swainson's Thrush,
1 Hermit Thrush, 1 Lawrence's Warbler, 1 Bay-breasted Warbler, 2 Cerulean Warblers, 6
Prothonotary Warblers, 1 Vesper Sparrow, and 2 Blue Grosbeaks.

The PAMC Chart follows on pages 3 & 4.
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