Lancaster Gowzfz/ Bird Club

Lancaster, Pennsylvania

Founded December 8, 1937

to secure the cultivation of public sentiment in the
preservation of our native bird life.

"CALL NOTES?"™

RESEARCH ISSUE FOR 2005

This, the 16th edition of the Lancaster County Bird Club's Research Issue, documents the
Club's special projects in Lancaster County for the year 2005. It reflects the dedication
and hard work of many of our members in pursuit of the Club's goal to record the county's
bird life. I would continue to encourage more members to take an active part in the
compiling of this data by participating in these Club activities.

This year's issue includes the following reports:

- Annual Volunteer Waterfowl Identification at Middle Creek WMA
. Pennsylvania Migration Count

2005 Conejohela Flats Summary

Lancaster Christmas Bird Count

Southern Lancaster County Bird Count

Lititz Christmas Bird Count

2005 Lancaster County Year List
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~ Jan Witmer
President and Newsletter Editor
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ANNUAL _VOLUNTEER WATERFOWL IDENTIFICATION AT MIDDLE CREEK WMA BY BRUCE CARL

2005 marked the sixth year the Lancaster County Bird Club participated in helping to show
the visitors at Middle Creek WMA the incredible wildlife present during late winter.
There were 12 LCBC members volunteering their time on Sunday afternoons from February 20,
2005, to March 13, 2005, between the hours of 12:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m. Areas that were
covered included Willow Point, Stop #1, and the Boat Launch Area.

Weather for the four weekends averaged from overcast to mostly sunny with temperatures
ranging from the upper 20s to the lower 40s and winds from calm to about 20 Tph. This
might have contributed to the lower-than-normal visitor turnout during this time period
with counts estimated from 150 to about 775. 1In the reports from many of the volunteers,
it was mentioned that a very popular question often asked by the visitors was, '""Where are
the eagles?"

Highlights included the following: 43 species identified, which included 20 spe?ies of
waterfowl. Among the waterfowl were an estimated 115,000 Snow Geese during their péak
numbers, a high count of 4,100 Tundra Swan, 2 Canvasbacks, 1 Ross' Goose, 1 Cackling
Goose, 4 Common Goldeye, a Scaup species, 1 Pied-billed Grebe, and 3 Lesser Scaup. Other
highlights included 2 adult Bald Eagles, Northern Harrier, Red-shouldered Hawk, Great
Egret, and American Coot.

Many thanks go to this year's participants: Chuck Chalfant, Larry Coble, Randy Miller,
Jane & Leon Schreffler, Milt Steffy, Bettina Heffner, Sally & Daryl Lownsbery, Jay George,
Doug Anderson, and also myself.

If anyone would like to help with this volunteer effort in the future, please contact
Bruce Carl at Akron 859-4179 or carls@dejazzd.com.

* % k% % k% k% &k %




-2 -
PENNSYLVANIA MIGRATION COUNT BY BRUCE A. CARL

The 14th Annual North American Migration Count (now being called the Pennsylvania
Migration Count) was held on Saturday, May 14, 2005. Lancaster County now has been a
participant on this count for ten years. Some of the areas covered on this day include
Middle Creek WMA, selected locations along the Susquehanna River, Octorara Lake Area, a
few of the Lancaster County Parks, Safe Harbor Area, and locations along the Hammer Creek,
to name just a few.

There were 41 participants who identified 173 species for the day. This marked the third
time that we have gone over 170 species for the day. We had 171 in 1999 and 174 in 2002,
and have been over 160 species in each of the ten years we have participated on this
count. Below are some of the highlights for the day.

SPECIES:

12 Waterfowl plus Common Loon
13 Shorebirds

32 Warblers

Individual Highlights:

1 Bufflehead, 1 Common Goldeneye, all three species of Mergansers, 1 American Bittern,
1 Northern Goshawk, 1 Common Moorhen, 3 White-rumped Sandpipers, 21 Dunlin, 1 Wilson's
Snipe, 2 Least Flycatchers, 1 Winter Wren, 1 Gray-cheeked Thrush, 1 Palm Warbler, 4 Bay-
breasted Warblers, 5 Cerulean Warblers, 1 Mourning Warbler, 8 Prothonotary Warblers,
1 Vesper Sparrow, 1 Lincoln's Sparrow, 3 White-crowned Sparrows, 2 Blue Grosbeak, and,
best of all, 1 California Gull.

Some notable misses for the day included Ruffed Grouse and Northern Bobwhite, which have
been two species that are becoming more difficult to locate from year-to-year in Lancaster
County. Also missed for the day were Red-shouldered Hawk and Blue-headed Vireo.

If anyone has interest or questions about the Pennsylvania Migration Count (PAMC), please
feel free to contact me via telephone at (717) 859-4179 or e-mail at carls@dejazzd.com.

The PAMC Count Chart follows on pages 6 & 7.
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THE. CONEJOHELA FLATS BY JERRY BOOK

2005 was another very good year for birds and birders on the Conejohela Flats. The year
ended with 30 species of shorebirds being tallied, which was one less than last year, but
only two short of the record year of 32 species in 2000. The ten-year average jumped to
an even 28 species of shorebirds. ’ ‘

Perhaps the star of the season was aRuff found by Deuane Hoffman and others in the after-
math of Hurricane Katrina. This storm also produced Whimbrel, along with a record total
of 23 species of shorebirds. The old record had been 20 species. There have been days
where more total shorebirds have been counted, but I expect this species record will stand
for some time to come.

Buff-breasted and Baird's Sandpipers were seen in unprecedented numbers, owing to the
quality and quantity of habitat that was available. Sanderlings and Stilt Sandpipers were
also in the highest numbers since surveys were restarted in the 1980s. Avocet, Red Knot,
Wilson's Phalarope, Marbled and Hudsonian Godwit were great finds. 1If there was a glaring
"niss" for the season, it was Red-necked Phalarope. This is especially true considering
the major storms that passed near the area.

Other than shorebirds, 2005 produced some very interesting sightings. Bob Schutsky, who
handles the official surveys for the Safe Harbor Water Power Corporation, found Lancaster
County's first California Gull and Cave Swallow. The California Gull was well documented,
but the Cave Swallow was a rather quick fly-by.
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