Lancaster Gowzfz/ Bird Club

Lancaster, Pennsylvania

Founded December 8, 1937

to secure the cultivation of public sentiment in the
preservation of our native bird life.

"CALL NOTES?"™

RESEARCH ISSUE FOR 2005

This, the 16th edition of the Lancaster County Bird Club's Research Issue, documents the
Club's special projects in Lancaster County for the year 2005. It reflects the dedication
and hard work of many of our members in pursuit of the Club's goal to record the county's
bird life. I would continue to encourage more members to take an active part in the
compiling of this data by participating in these Club activities.

This year's issue includes the following reports:

- Annual Volunteer Waterfowl Identification at Middle Creek WMA
. Pennsylvania Migration Count

2005 Conejohela Flats Summary

Lancaster Christmas Bird Count

Southern Lancaster County Bird Count

Lititz Christmas Bird Count

2005 Lancaster County Year List
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~ Jan Witmer
President and Newsletter Editor
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ANNUAL _VOLUNTEER WATERFOWL IDENTIFICATION AT MIDDLE CREEK WMA BY BRUCE CARL

2005 marked the sixth year the Lancaster County Bird Club participated in helping to show
the visitors at Middle Creek WMA the incredible wildlife present during late winter.
There were 12 LCBC members volunteering their time on Sunday afternoons from February 20,
2005, to March 13, 2005, between the hours of 12:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m. Areas that were
covered included Willow Point, Stop #1, and the Boat Launch Area.

Weather for the four weekends averaged from overcast to mostly sunny with temperatures
ranging from the upper 20s to the lower 40s and winds from calm to about 20 Tph. This
might have contributed to the lower-than-normal visitor turnout during this time period
with counts estimated from 150 to about 775. 1In the reports from many of the volunteers,
it was mentioned that a very popular question often asked by the visitors was, '""Where are
the eagles?"

Highlights included the following: 43 species identified, which included 20 spe?ies of
waterfowl. Among the waterfowl were an estimated 115,000 Snow Geese during their péak
numbers, a high count of 4,100 Tundra Swan, 2 Canvasbacks, 1 Ross' Goose, 1 Cackling
Goose, 4 Common Goldeye, a Scaup species, 1 Pied-billed Grebe, and 3 Lesser Scaup. Other
highlights included 2 adult Bald Eagles, Northern Harrier, Red-shouldered Hawk, Great
Egret, and American Coot.

Many thanks go to this year's participants: Chuck Chalfant, Larry Coble, Randy Miller,
Jane & Leon Schreffler, Milt Steffy, Bettina Heffner, Sally & Daryl Lownsbery, Jay George,
Doug Anderson, and also myself.

If anyone would like to help with this volunteer effort in the future, please contact
Bruce Carl at Akron 859-4179 or carls@dejazzd.com.
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PENNSYLVANIA MIGRATION COUNT BY BRUCE A. CARL

The 14th Annual North American Migration Count (now being called the Pennsylvania
Migration Count) was held on Saturday, May 14, 2005. Lancaster County now has been a
participant on this count for ten years. Some of the areas covered on this day include
Middle Creek WMA, selected locations along the Susquehanna River, Octorara Lake Area, a
few of the Lancaster County Parks, Safe Harbor Area, and locations along the Hammer Creek,
to name just a few.

There were 41 participants who identified 173 species for the day. This marked the third
time that we have gone over 170 species for the day. We had 171 in 1999 and 174 in 2002,
and have been over 160 species in each of the ten years we have participated on this
count. Below are some of the highlights for the day.

SPECIES:

12 Waterfowl plus Common Loon
13 Shorebirds

32 Warblers

Individual Highlights:

1 Bufflehead, 1 Common Goldeneye, all three species of Mergansers, 1 American Bittern,
1 Northern Goshawk, 1 Common Moorhen, 3 White-rumped Sandpipers, 21 Dunlin, 1 Wilson's
Snipe, 2 Least Flycatchers, 1 Winter Wren, 1 Gray-cheeked Thrush, 1 Palm Warbler, 4 Bay-
breasted Warblers, 5 Cerulean Warblers, 1 Mourning Warbler, 8 Prothonotary Warblers,
1 Vesper Sparrow, 1 Lincoln's Sparrow, 3 White-crowned Sparrows, 2 Blue Grosbeak, and,
best of all, 1 California Gull.

Some notable misses for the day included Ruffed Grouse and Northern Bobwhite, which have
been two species that are becoming more difficult to locate from year-to-year in Lancaster
County. Also missed for the day were Red-shouldered Hawk and Blue-headed Vireo.

If anyone has interest or questions about the Pennsylvania Migration Count (PAMC), please
feel free to contact me via telephone at (717) 859-4179 or e-mail at carls@dejazzd.com.

The PAMC Count Chart follows on pages 6 & 7.
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THE. CONEJOHELA FLATS BY JERRY BOOK

2005 was another very good year for birds and birders on the Conejohela Flats. The year
ended with 30 species of shorebirds being tallied, which was one less than last year, but
only two short of the record year of 32 species in 2000. The ten-year average jumped to
an even 28 species of shorebirds. ’ ‘

Perhaps the star of the season was aRuff found by Deuane Hoffman and others in the after-
math of Hurricane Katrina. This storm also produced Whimbrel, along with a record total
of 23 species of shorebirds. The old record had been 20 species. There have been days
where more total shorebirds have been counted, but I expect this species record will stand
for some time to come.

Buff-breasted and Baird's Sandpipers were seen in unprecedented numbers, owing to the
quality and quantity of habitat that was available. Sanderlings and Stilt Sandpipers were
also in the highest numbers since surveys were restarted in the 1980s. Avocet, Red Knot,
Wilson's Phalarope, Marbled and Hudsonian Godwit were great finds. 1If there was a glaring
"niss" for the season, it was Red-necked Phalarope. This is especially true considering
the major storms that passed near the area.

Other than shorebirds, 2005 produced some very interesting sightings. Bob Schutsky, who
handles the official surveys for the Safe Harbor Water Power Corporation, found Lancaster
County's first California Gull and Cave Swallow. The California Gull was well documented,
but the Cave Swallow was a rather quick fly-by.

~ (continued)
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THE CONEJOHBELA FLATS (concluded)

Eric Witmer nailed a Sooty Tern in July that was on course for the Chesapeake Bay after
dropping out of one of the tropical storms that passed to our west. As with Bob and the
gull, Eric's cell calls enabled several to see the 7th record for the county.

In September, Deuane Hoffman observed a Fulvous-Whistling Duck on the Flats, but it could
not be relocated that day or afterwards. Details of this sighting will be sent to the
Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee for consideration,

Tom Johnson saw a Jaeger species on the Flats while looking for the Cave Swallow. The
sighting was brief and a firm identification was not posible. Parasitic is the most
likely inland migrant, but the Flats have produced several Pomarine and Long-tailed
Jaegers, so Jaeger sp. will remain the designation.

In general, terns were seen in reasonable numbers. Little and Laughing Gulls were
seen in . record numbers. Franklin's Gull was finally tallied again after a five-year
absence. Peregrines and Merlins were well represented. Peregrines have had two
consecutive good years, while Merlins had their best total in ten years.

The flooding conditions of late 2004 produced what now is called the "South Spit," which
is located well-below Avocet Point. The spit attracted good numbers of shorebirds in
2005. As a result of the build-up in mudflat habitat, Safe Harbor was able to raise the
top water level during the season by two tenths of an inch to 227.4 feet. At this point,
it looks like this action has not proven detrimental to the shorebirds.

2006 is now upon us and many will be looking forward to another year on the Flats!

(Charts follow on pages 8 & 9.)
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CHRISTMAS COUNT SUMMARTIES
LANCASTER CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT

The Lancaster Christmas Bird Count was conducted on Saturday, December 17, 2005, with 22
participants in seven parties. A total of 82 species was reported. It was a very average
year. The early cold snap lost us most of the waterfowl and the semi-hardy birds, but
it didn't bring any of the more northerly species south. The number of individuals
tallied was 36,023 with no species occurring in exceptionally large numbers.

Most notable among the sightings were 12 Bald Eagles, one Merlin, one Peregrine Falcon,
and one Blue-winged Teal.

Compiler Chris Pederson expresses his thanks to all participants.
(Count chart is found on page 10.)
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SOUTHERN LANCASTER COUNTY CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT

The Southern Lancaster County Christmas Count was held on Sunday, December 18, 2005, with
49 birders in 22 separate groups. They tallied 109 species totalling 126,128 individuals,
making this count one of the highest in the state, a position this count has held consis-
tently since its start over 25 years ago.

This was a year in which several species were observed in record numbers for the count:
Bald Eagle (53), Northern Saw-whet Owl (12), Pileated Woodpecker (24), Red-breasted Nut-
hatch (118), Hermit Thrush (44), Gray Catbird (10), Eastern Towhee (41), Chipping Sparrow
(4), Song Sparrow (1,037), and American Goldfinch (535).

A big THANK YOU to all who helped from compiler Bob Schutsky.

C t chart i 11.
(Count chart is on page ) (continued)
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LITITZ CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT - SUNDAY, JANUARY 1, 2006 BY BRUCE CARL

The Lititz Christmas Bird Count was held on Sunday, January 1, 2006, with 42 participants
identifying 88 species, which added up to 76,091 individuals for the day. There were two
species added for count week and they were Ring-necked Duck and a Scaup sp. Below are
a few of the highlights for the day:

1 Black-crowned Night-Heron, 2 Cackling Geese, 2 Wood Ducks, a Merlin, 2 Rough-legged
Hawks, 1 Wilson's Snipe, 5 Great Black-backed Gulls, 3 Short-eared Owls, 4 Northern
Harriers, 1 Eastern Phoebe, and 1 Red-headed Woodpecker.

Other species of note found were Wild Turkey, Red-breasted Nuthatch, Ruby-crowned Kinglet,

Hermit Thrush, Gray Catbird, Eastern Towhee, Fox Sparrow, Eastern Meadowlark, and Purple
Finch.

I would like to thank everyone who assisted with this day's count as your efforts again
resulted in another successful day of birding!

Count chart can be found on page 12.
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2005 LANCASTER COUNTY YEAR LIST REPORT BY BRUCE CARL

2005 marked another eventful year of birding in Lancaster County that culminated in the
identification of 274 species. There were three new species added to the 29-year
composite list that now stands at 339 species.

New Species for 2005:

California Gull - A nice adult bird was found on the Susquehanna River Conejohela
Flats (SRCF) during the Pennsylvania Migration Count (PAMC) on May 14 with photos
being taken.

Cave Swallow - A single bird was seen flying by the Blue Rock Road boat launch area on
the morning of October 30.

White-winged Dove - One adult bird was found on a property in Drumore Twp. on April 6
with photos taken.

Among the 274 species found during 2005 were 33 species of Waterfowl, plus four species
of Loons and Grebes, 32 species of Shorebirds, and 35 species of Warblers. Below you will
find a list of some of the individual highlights for the year 2005:

Black-crowned Night-Heron - The rookery that was located along Creek Road for the past
15 to 20 years was for some unknown reason abandoned in 2005. There were some birds
found at the rookery early in the spring, but these birds seem to have moved elsewhere
as well as the rest of the estimated 100+ birds that regularly used this location for
their summer home.

Great Blue Heron - A small rookery of about five to seven nests was found at Middle
Creek WMA.

Barnacle Goose - There was one bird found among a flock of Canada Geese at Octoraro
Lake on January 7.

Fulvous Whistling Duck - An immature bird was seen briefly on the SRCF on September
12. This marks the first report of a sighting of this species in Lancaster County
since 1977.

White Ibis - On September 27, there was one bird found at Middle Creek WMA.

Swallow-tailed Kite - An excellent find was an adult bird, unfortunately found in poor
health on March 13 along the Octoraro Creek in southern Lancaster County. This bird
did pass on a short time later and now can be found as part of the raptor display at
the Middle Creek WMA Vistors' Center.

(continued)
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LANCASTER COUNTY YEAR LIST REPORT (concluded)

Common Moorhen - A nice adult bird was found during the PAMC on May l4 near the marsh
section of Speedwell Lake.

American Avocet - A single female bird was located on the SRCF on July 21.

Marbled Godwit - There were two separate sightings of this species during 2005 on the
SRCF--an adult bird on August 6 and a juvenile on August 13.

Wilson's Phalarope - On the morning of August 20, a single bird was fdund on the SRCF.

Red Knot - There were three birds seen on the SRCF on August 24,

Reeve - One non-breeding adult was found on the SRCF on August 31. This bird was one
of 23 species of Shorebirds found on this date that would mark a single-day high count
for Shorebird species at this location,

Hudsonian Godwit - On October 18, during some on-and-off heavy rain showers, a single
bird was found feeding at the Avocet Point area of the SRCF.

Jaeger Species - The same day (October 30) on which the above-mentioned Cave Swallow
was found near the Blue Rock Road boat launch area, a juvenile dark-morph Jaeger was
seen circling near a flock of gulls in the area before flying off towards York County.

Sooty Tern - A nice adult bird was seen flying on the SRCF on July 24. This bird was
seen on five different occasions between 2:00 and 3:45 p.m. on this afternoon with
photos of the bird taken.

Franklin's Gull - There was one bird seen briefly on the SRCF on November 13 as it
flew upriver.

Eurasian-collared Dove - During 2005, there were two reported sightings of this
species for Lancaster County. One bird was found near Susquehannock State Park on
September 7 and a bird was found in Peach Bottom on September 20.

Alder Flycatcher - This species was seen and heard at a variety of locations during
the spring and early summer in Lancaster County. Some of the locations included
Speedwell County Park, the power-line cut area near Camp Shand along the Lancaster-
Lebanon county line, and near the Holtwood area, just north of Tucquan Glen.

Varied Thrush - A single bird was found at Middle Creek WMA on January 31 and remained
in the area behind the Visitors' Center through at least February 27.

Bicknell's Thrush - On May 21 along the Little Conestoga Creek, west of Lancaster
City, there was one and possibly two birds found along a greenbelt section there.
These birds were photographed and sound recordings were taken. A return trip on May
24 did not find a single bird singing in the area,

Gray-cheeked Thrush - From May 14-16, there was a single bird seen and heard on a
property in Akron Borough.

Baltimore Oriole - A female was visiting a suet feeder at a residence in the Manheim
Twp. area from February 18 through at least March 10.

Black-throated Blue Warbler - A single bird was seen at a home along Fox Road, just
north of Brickerville off Route 501, on February 28.

Year List Chart begins on page 13.
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2005 PENNSYLVANIA MIGRATION COUNT - SATURDAY, 14 MAY

Please record totals for each species in the proper column. Fill in hours, mileg, participants, etc.
Species that are shaded require further detail...please submit a description, including location.
Species in BOLD TYPE are of particular interest, so full details are appreciated!
Species marked with an asterisk { * ) are on the state review list in most counties. Please submit a'separate repori to the
Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Commitiee (PORC) for these species!

R = Regular birding

N = Nocturnal birding

Species N Species R N Species R N
Snow Goose Mississippi Kite* Caspian Tern i
Canada Goose Bald Eagle 20 Common Tern A
Mute Swan Northern Harrier Forster's Tem !
"Tundra Swan Sharp-shinned Hawk g Black Temn
Wood Duck Cooper's Hawk if tern sp.
Gadwall Nor@xem Goshawk / Rock Pigeon ] 7 3
American Wigeon Accipiter sp. Evrasian CoBared-Dove*
American Black Duck Red-shouldered Hawk Mourming Dove I ‘i ()
Mallard Broad-winged Hawk Z_ Black-billed Cuckoo 3
Blue-winged Teat Red-tailed Hawk H7 Yellow-billed Cuckoo 21
Northern Shoveler Rough-legged Hawk Barn Owl]
Northern Pintail Buteo sp. Eastem Screech-Owl | Y
Green-winged Teal olden Eagle Great Horned Owl i |
Canvasback Amencan Kestrel O Barred Ow! {
Redhead erlin Long-eared Owl
Ring;ﬁécked Duck lPeregxine Falcon Short-eared Owl
Greater Scaup King Rail* Northern Saw-whet Owl
Lesser Scaup Virginia Rail l Comrmon Nighthawk 7
Surf Scoter Sora ] JChuck-will's-widow*
White-winged.Scoter Common Moorhen ! ‘Whip-poor-will
Long-tailed Duck American Coot Chimney Swift i sy
Bufflehead / Sandhill Crane Ruby-throated Hummingbird 19
Common Goldeneye / Black-bellied Plover Belted Kingfisher 1 3
Hooded Merganser 2. Semipalmated Plover 15 Red-headed Woodpecker i
Common Merganser 8 Killdeer '))8 Red-bellied Woodpecker CI (D
Red-breasted Merganser 2. Greater Yellowlegs 4 Yeliow-bellied Sapsucker
Ruddy Duck Lesser Yellowlegs 1Y Downy Woodpecker 37
Ring-necked Pheasant " L{ Solitary Sandpiper 39 Hairy Woodpecker 2
Ruffed Grouse Willet - Northern Flicker a4
Wild Turkey S Spotted Sandpiper b Pileated Woodpecker 277
Northern Bobwhite Upland Sandpiper Otive-sided Flycatcher
[Red-throated Loon IRuddy Tumstone Eastern Wood-Pewee 3 i
Common Loon g Sanderling Yellow-bellied Flycatcher
Pied-billed Grebe Semipalmated Sandpiper ! Acadian Flycatcher 5’
Homed Grebe Least Sandpiper { ‘05 Alder Flycatcher
Red-necked Grebe peep sp. Willow Flycatcher / §
Double-crested Cormorant White-rimped Sandpiper 3 Least Flycatcher A
Great Cormorant* Pectoral Sandpiper Y Empid. sp.
American Bittern I Dunlin 21 Eastern Phoebe 3 ‘
Least Bittern Stilt Sandpiper Great Crested Flycatcher Ll q
Great Blue Heron Short-billed Dowitcher Eastern Kingbird <7
Great Egret Wilson's Spipe | [Loggerhead Shrike* ‘
Snowy. Egret American Woodcock 2. 12. White-eyed Vireo l 8
Little Biue Heron Wilson's Phalarope Blue-headed Vireo
Cattle Egret* Laughing Gull* Yellow-throated Vireo b
Green Heron Bonaparte's Gull l ‘2. Warbling Vireo 02 S
Black-crowned Night-Heron Ring-billed Gult Z_ ) 'Lﬁ Philadelphia Vireo
Yellow-crowned Night-Heron Herring Gull ‘3 Red-eyed Vireo ‘ 1 ]
Glossy 1his* Iceland Gult Blue Jay g2 &
Black Vulture Lesser Black-backed Gull American Crow ' (D
Turkey Vulture Glaucous Gull Fish Crow 9
Osprey Great Black-backed Gull L{. crow sp. 3 8

(continued)




2005 PENNSYLVANTA MIGRATION COUNT (concluded)
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Species

R

N

Species

=

Other species reported:

Common Raven
Homed Lark
Purple Martin
Tree Swallow
Northern Rough-winged Swallow
Bank Swallow
Clift Swallow
Bam Swallow
swallow sp.
Carolina Chickadee
Black-capped Chickadee
chickadee sp.
Tufted Titouse
Red-breasted Nuthatch
White-breasted Nuthatch
Brown Creeper
Carolina Wren
House Wren

‘Winter Wren

Cerulean Warbler

=

Black-and-white Warbler

American Redstart

Prothonotary Warbler

‘Worm-eating Warbler

CALVFO AMIA GULL

L s
~O

*

o

Swainson's Warbler*

Ovenbird

Northern Waterthrush

Louisiana Waterthrush

Kentucky Warbler

Connecticut Warbler

Mourning Warbler
Common Yellowthroat

Hooded Warbler
Wilson's Warbler
Canada Warbler
YeBow-breasted Chat

B

Total Participants:

=7

—
—

How many of these were feeder watchers only?

How many went "owling” (Nocturnal)?

e

Total Hours ("Noc"+"Regular"+"Feeder")

Subtotal: Nocturnal ("Owling") hours?

Subtotal: Feeder watching hours?

Miles on foot, approximately

Miles traveled by car, bike, horse, buggy, etc.

Total miles traveled:

Specify non-car travel: (i.¢. bike, etc)

Start Time:

apimer Tanager*

Stop Time:

Sedge Wrep*

Marsh Wren

Golden-crowned Kinglet

Ruby-crowned Kinglet

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher

Eastern Bluebird

Veery

Gray-cheeked Thrush

Swatnson's Thrush

Hermit Thrush

Wood Thrush

American Robin

Gray Catbird

Northern Mockingbird

Brown Thrasher

European Starling . -

American Pipit

Cedar Waxwing

Biue-winged Warbler

Golden-winged Warbler
Brewster's Warbler
Leawrence's Warhier

Tennessee Waxb]er

Orange-crowned Warbler

Nashvilie Warbler

Northern Panula

Yellow Warbler

Chestnut-sided Warbler

Magnolia Warbler

Cape May Warbler

Black-throated Blue Warbler

Yellow-rumped Warbler

Black-throated Green Warbler

Blackburmnian Warbler

Yellow-throated Warbler

Pive Warbler

Prairie Warbler

Palm Warbler

Bay-breasted Warbler

Blackpoll Warbler

Scarlet Tanager
Eastern Towhee

American Tree Sparrow

Participants:

Chipping Sparrow l O q‘
3 Clay-colored Sparrow
164 Field Sparrow yiy
= q Vesper Spatrow |
103 w Savannah Sparrow q
Grasshopper Sparrow I 7.

NS

Henslow's Sparrow

Fox Sparrow

Song Sparrow

Lincoln’s Sparrow
Swamp Sparrow
‘White-throated Sparrow

J 8 White-crowned Sparrow 3
Lt 3 q Dark-eyed Junco
LI Laplénd Longspur )
3 Northern Cardinal 7289 | &
3, Rose-breasted Grosbeak 1%
Blue Grosbeak® ya
Indigo Bunting ’ (ﬂ 3
Dickcisse]
ya Bobolink 3 1
Red-winged Blackbird 3q
Z Eastern Meadowlark l 3
’3 i Rusty Blackbird
Common Grackle 7128

Brown-headed Cowbird
blackbird sp.

Orchard Oriole 37
27 Baltimore Oriole 12
b { Purple Finch
273 House Finch o2

Red Crossbill

White-winged Crossbill

Common Redpol!

Pine Siskin
American Goldfinch

Evening Grosbeak

House Sparrow

154

23

< Please list others seperately (Sheet 2) >
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SUSQUEHANNA RIVER - Conejohela Flats to Bainbridge

SPECIES

<87

87

88

89

90

91

92

93

94

95

96

97

98

99

00

01

02| 03} 04| 05

Peregrine

Merlin

-

Black Tern

18

17

72

11

28

28

27

141

36

17

52 | 81 96 | 48

Caspian Tern

15

13

19

21

30

18

40

47

95

77

47

48

81

105

213

3241 125| 77 | 130

Common Tern

10

10

36

11

27

17

11

70

13

24

207 1 132 75 | 25

Forster's Tern h/c

200

275

85

60

200

40

200

245

215

105

200

50

275

75

87

90 | 200 | 100 § 150

Least Tern

Gull-billed Tern

Arctic Tern

Sooty Tern

Royal Tem

Black Skimmer

alaln]-
-

Pomarine Jaeger

Parasitic Jaeger

prob

Long-tailed Jaeger

Common Loon

<100

<100

<100

<100

440

>100

>100

>100

>200

<100

>200

>100

>300

<100

<100] <100| <100| <100

Red-throated Loon

29

28

69

Pacific Loon

Red-necked Grebe

26

50+ 1

Eared Grebe

Little Gull

Black-headed Gull

Sabine's Guill

Franklin's Gull

Laughing Gull

11

20

Thayer's Gull

Iceland Gull

1*

Glaucous Gull

Lsr Black-backed Guil

Ala]la]la

California Guill

Black-legged Kittiwake

Golden Eagle

Rough-legged Hawk

Short-eared Owl

Sandhill Crane

White Pelican

%]

American Bittern *

Least Bittern

Virginia Rail *

o

King Rail

Sora *

12

15

Glossy lbis

12

24

White Ibis

Marsh Wren *

7/2

14

1-10*

Sedge Wren

N. Sharptailed Sparrow *

13

20

3/8

11 1 5*

Seaside Sparrow

Le Conte's Sparrow *

* Bainbridge included

** Conowingo Pond

(continued)






















